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Little Things from Lisa 
 

 Happy New Year!  The most wonderful time of the year continues for me!  It is the time for new  
calendars, new file folders, new excel spread sheets, and new planner inserts.  Oh how I love getting all 
organized and set up for a new year!  It’s also fun to pack up the bulky old file folders and throw out the 
used planner pages and old calendars. 
   
That’s the strange thing about routines, isn’t it?  What can feel like the same ole same ole can really be 
quite comforting too.  As Ashley left on Tuesday, I looked around at all the leftover Christmas chaos and 
had had enough.  So to dull the ache in my heart of her departure, I began the ritual of taking down 
Christmas and putting everything back in its place. 
  
Even today, returning this morning to my desk and my regular routine felt good.  I even miss school the 
tiniest of bits.  Structure and routine can help us to keep moving forward.  Once Jesus was born on 
Christmas, he didn’t magically become an adult.  He grew.  He had routines, structure, education and a 
trade to learn. His life was dedicated to faithfulness.  It wasn’t only part of His routine, it was His 
purpose. 
 
Is church part of your routine?  Is bible study part of your structure?  Is reading the bible everyday part 
of the “to do” lists that you have?  I hope and pray that it is.  Christmas is awesome and it is fun to break 
from the usual to celebrate the miracle of God’s unconditional love for us.  Yet the routine, the habits if 
you will, are where we truly grow our faith.  We are tested by the daily rituals we encounter.  We are 
tested by the people who we interact with.  All opportunities to grow spiritually. 
   
As the New Year is upon us, I pray you will include Jesus in your routine.  Each and every day.  I pray you 
will heed the words of Joshua when he said, “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful.” (Joshua 1:8) Remember the message of Christmas...that God uses the 
faithful.  That is the only requirement.  May you have a Happy New Year. 
 
Pastor Lisa 
 



  

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Jim Matheson 15 Bob Stultz   

6 Don Aiello 25 Hank Abb   

7 Leah Ball 26 Laila Roettger   

9 Sandra Brinkman 28 Allan Mathieu   

10 Whitney Eissens 29 Sid Hensel   

10 Lauren Ward 30 Bud McAffee   

14 Brian Wheeler     

14 Chase McLaren     

15 Tommy Iversen     

 

 8:00 GREETERS 10:00 GREETERS 

1 Diana Andrews Lynne Nelson & Dawn Lindsey 

8 Bud & Linda McAffee John & Tracy Terry 

15 Gina McLaren Pat & Cathy Henderson 

22 Brian & Diane Wheeler Karen Gothard 

29 Leah & Logan Ball Bob & Arlene Stultz 
 

 LITURGISTS FLOWERS 

1 Jayne Oakes TBD 

8 Joy Aiello Bud & Linda McAffee 

15 Owen Mathieu TBD 

22 Jayne Oakes Shirley Putnam 

29 Stan McCord Allan & Marie Mathieu 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Lisa M Abb 

Music & Outreach 
Holly Richardson 

Custodian 
Bill Melton 

Moderator 
Paula Pettersen 

Gail Taylor 

Treasurer 
Stan McCord 

Financial Secretary 
Diane Wheeler 

Church Clerk 
Marie Mathieu 

Christian Education 
Children: Tracy Terry 

Youth: Beth Ann Ward 
Adult: Karen Gothard 

Diaconate 

Owen & Wendy Mathieu 
Allan & Marie Mathieu 

Bill& Misty Melton 

 

Trustees 

Pat Henderson 
John Brinkman 

Jeff Ball 

Nominating Committee 

Paula Pettersen, Karen Gothard, Judy Melton 

 

Memorial Committee 

Jan Hensel, Cathy Henderson, Janet Lind 

 

Missions Committee 

Marcie Ball, Leah Ball, Karen Gothard 
Sue Richards, Stan McCord 

 

Church Office:  815-623-2348 

 

Items for Weekly Bulletin:   email to firstconroscoe@frontier.com  

                                                   Please put “Bulletin” in the subject line 

 

Items for Monthly Newsletter:  email to klgothard@att.net  
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Coming To The Pulpit 
 

Beginning on January 15th, we will continue our survey of the 
Bible by delving into the New Testament books.  We will take 
them in the order they are presented in the bible, but once 
again, understand their placement chronologically so as to have 
a fullness of understanding of the text.  We will continue this 
study until Lent begins in March.  Think you know all there is to 
know about Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John?  I bet you’ll learn 
something new!  See you in church! 

 

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2016 
at 12:30 PM in the Sanctuary.  Prior the Annual Meeting, a 
potluck lunch will be held in the Fellowship Hall at 11:15 am 
following the 10:00 am Worship Service.  
 
Each family is asked to bring a dish to pass and their own table 
service.  At the meeting, reports from all of the various 
committees will be read, church members will be voting on the 
Board Members that were nominated by the Nominating 
Committee, and the 2017 budget as prepared by the Trustees 
will be voted on.   
 
NOTE:  Please plan on attending this very important meeting.  
We will have New Business on the agenda this year that will 
need the input and vote of the Congregation – you included!   
 
Please join in this time of fellowship and preparation for the 
coming year with your Church family – we want to hear from 
you!     

All reports for the Annual Meeting 
should be given to Karen Gothard 

by Sunday, January 15th.  Leave 
them in the church office or email 

them to: 
 

klgothard@att.net 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
          
        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our men’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, January 
4th at 11:30 AM at Sophia’s Restaurant in Roscoe.  

Hope to see ya’ there! 

Norm Iversen 

 
We need to be in prayer for our CFO team!  They too have 
been stretched a bit and have had difficulty getting together 
to meet.  So please be mindful of any requests for care and 
PASS THEM ON so we can minister to those in need.  We 
can’t help if we don’t know who needs us!   
 
Also keep in your prayers those shut in because of the 
weather and homebound due to ailments.  Winter can be 
very long for some who can’t get out.  Bring sunshine to 
somebody’s day.  Peace.    

Retiree’s and 
WannaBe’s 

Please keep these folks in your prayers.  If you have someone you 
would like to have listed here in the future, please notify the 
church office, Karen Gothard, or Pastor Lisa. 
 

 Jeaneal Lantz 

 Ula Bryan 

 Millie Zinnecker 

 Barb (Guy Richards’ sister) 

 Judy Melton 

 Gayle Grimm 

Group Life and Fellowship Committee 
 

This committee meets quarterly during the year to plan 
weekly fellowship, potlucks, and other special "food" events 
that require our services.   
 
We will begin 2017 by meeting Sunday, January 29 following 
the 10am worship service.  If you are interested in serving on 
this committee please join us at this meeting.  If you have 
questions please see Holly Richardson 



  

Women’s 
Evening 
Circle 

A big Thank You to Jan Hensel and all her work with getting the 
craft show put together that went on during the cookie walk.  
We raised $50.50 from the vendors and $135.50 for the 
barbecues and hotdogs.   
 
Just a reminder the women’s evening circle will not be meeting 
again until March 2017.  Don’t forget to write down those ideas 
of things you may like to see our group do in the new year. 
 
May everyone have a blessed New Year! 
 
Don’t forget we are still selling Rada Knifes.  If you are 
interested please see Judy Melton. 

Women’s 
Afternoon 
Circle 

Thank you to everyone who helped our cookie walk be 
successful - bakers, buyers and workers! 
 
We made $761 from cookie sales and $61 from ticket sales for 
the quilt.   Allan Mathieu was the winner of the quilt.   Cookies 
that were left over were taken to Rock House Kids.  Thank you 
Stan McCord. 
 
The circle purchased gifts for three families through Rockton 
Food Pantry and we are working on a mission in the next few 
months, filling bags with items for homeless and battered 
women – more information will follow. 
 
Our next meeting is January 11th. 1:00 @ the church. 

HELP NEEDED! 
 

We have many open dates for anyone that would like to 
bring altar flowers in 2017.   It’s a beautiful tradition to 
celebrate the memory of a loved one, share a joyous 
occasion with your church family, or even just share your 
favorite flower. 
 
It’s easy to sign up!  There is a calendar on the bulletin board 
by the Church office you can add your name to, or let Misty 
Melton know.  Thank you!   
 



 

  

WORSHIP CHOIR: 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD! 
 

Worship Choir continues to meet Thursday’s from 6:45 - 8pm.  We would be 

delighted by your presence.  If you are interested in more details or need a 

ride, please contact Holly Richardson.    
  

 
 

Join us beginning January 8th as we begin a study of 
Exodus.  We will continue our journey through the Bible 
learning about God's plan to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  
 
On January 15th we will learn how God provided food and 
water for His people as they wandered through the wilderness. 
 
January 22nd we will learn about the golden calf and how 
Moses interceded for Israel after the angered God.   
 
DON'T FORGET.....January 29th is game night!  
 
The fun begins Sunday nights at 5pm.  Join us! 

Monday Afternoon Bible Study 
Meets Monday’s from 1:00 - 2:00pm in the Fireside Room 

INSTRUMENTAL REHEARSALS 

Instrumental rehearsals will continue to be held on Saturdays from 1 – 2 pm in the church sanctuary. 
  
 

Maybe you would like to share a special song (vocal or instrumental) – please let me know.   

We’d love it! 

Monday Afternoon Bible Study resumes on Monday, 
January 9th, and will continue to meet in the Fireside Room 

from 1 - 2pm.  All are welcome! 
 

It‘s never too late to jump in! 
Questions, call Holly Richardson 


