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Little Things from Lisa

Have you ever had to testify? A basic definition of the word ‘testify’ is to give evidence as a witness.
There’s a story in the book of Luke about a demon possessed man (Luke 8). The man is so ravaged by
demons that he lives naked in the caves. He had been shackled and chained and under guard, but
broke loose and escaped to live in the caves. He was terribly desperate and depraved. Yet Jesus came
to his town and healed the man. This is the story of how Jesus sent the demons into a nearby herd of
pigs. The pigs then proceeded to run into the sea and drown. The man was released of all his demons
and restored. The scripture says others came to see what happened and they found the man sitting
clothed and talking with Jesus. This freaked the crowd out and they asked Jesus to leave their town.
The man begged Jesus to let him go along with Jesus. But Jesus said to him, “Return home and tell how
much God has done for you.” (Luke 8:39).
Jesus instructed this man to go home and testify. Imagine the power of his story on the community.
They knew him as insane, tortured, and wild. But now he is restored and composed. What a powerful
story to share. What a testimony to give! Imagine the people being captivated by this transformation
and his telling of his story. His is pretty dramatic.
We all have a story, or testimony, to share. It could be about our faith, our church, our church family, or
the like. Those stories that we might not think are that big of a deal mean a great deal to others in the
fellowship. So quite frankly I am asking of you what Jesus asked of the formerly possessed man. Tell us
how much God has done for you! I want some of you to share your testimonies.
I do a majority of the talking every Sunday, but I KNOW you have things to share too. If you don’t like to
speak in public, you could write something out and I will read it, or you can have someone you choose
read it. But I am extending the invitation for folks to share a testimony later in August about their faith,
or the church, or how someone has helped grow your faith. Please pray over this and if you feel so
moved, pick up a pen and begin to jot down thoughts. Follow the Holy Spirit and see what pours from
your heart. We’d love to hear from you!
If you have questions or want to talk about this further, just let me know! Peace.
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Coming To The Pulpit

We begin our journey into doubt as July begins. We will spend
six weeks understanding what doubt is, misconceptions about
doubt, several types of doubt, and what to do about doubt
when it creeps into our hearts and minds.
As I quoted to you last month, my professor, Dr. Habermas,
said, “We don’t believe instead of doubting, but we believe
while doubting.” Is doubt a problem or an opportunity? Be
thinking about the times in your life when doubt seeps into
your thinking. When does it occur? What triggers it? As we
unpack this topic, hopefully we can provide clarity and answers
to these questions and more. See you in worship!

Starting in 2017, we have been including our monthly totals
(received) in our newsletter to help keep our congregation
financially informed.
Hard to believe, but we are at Week 26, which means we’re
halfway done with our year already! ☺
As of June 25, 2017
2017 Budget:
Total Received to Date:

$127,555
$64,216

Given our $127,555 target for the year, we needed to be at
$63,777.50 by week 26 to keep pace. With our mid-year total
received of $64,216, we exceeded that mid-year target by
$438.50!
Total receipts recorded through June are $73,333.15, which
includes the $64,216 towards the budget, and $9,117.15
comprised of designated memorials and missions.
A BIG THANK YOU to all of you that have given extra in hopes
that 2017 will be successful!! Let’s keep on track and make
2017 a great year!
Respectfully Submitted,
Diane Wheeler and the Finance Committee

Retiree’s and
WannaBe’s

Our men’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, July 5th at 11:30 AM at
Sophia’s Restaurant in Roscoe. Hope to see ya’ there!
Norm Iversen

We have had some intense needs among our fellowship lately. Lots of
folks getting parts replaced and procedures done. Not to mention the
great deal of Hallelujahs and Amens going up for the Insko family during
their terrific ordeal.
Scripture tells us that our prayers go up to the heavens and come before
God (Rev. 8:4) so each one we lift is of importance and power. I imagine
God being delighted as they all rise up to meet Him; revealing a people
who have faith in His power. Please continue to pray for the needs of
those of our fellowship and beyond. Our community, nation, and world
need our continued prayers as we continue to care for others.

Please keep these folks in your prayers. If you have someone you would
like to have listed here in the future, please notify the church office,
Karen Gothard, or Pastor Lisa.
Dustin Insko & Family
Darlene Worley
Marilyn Moffitt
Donna Flemming
Gloria Marcum
Our Government

Women’s
Afternoon
Circle
Women’s
Evening
Circle

The Women’s Afternoon Circle will not be meeting through the summer.
Our next meeting will be September 13th.
Any questions see Cathy Henderson

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the
clothing drive. Whether you brought clothes, helped with set
up and sorting, were there Friday and Saturday helping those
who came in or with clean up, we couldn’t do it with out each
of you. There was $100.00 collected and it was decided that
it will be donated to the Rockton Food Pantry. The clothes
that were remaining went to the Rockford Rescue Mission.
We meet the 3rd Monday of each month. Our next meeting
will be Monday, July 17th but instead of meeting at the church
we are going out to eat! We are going to go to the Backyard
in Loves Park at 6:30pm. If you would like to car pool please
meet at the church at 6pm. If you would like to go there is a
sign up sheet up front on the ledge and we need to know by
Thursday, July 13 so we can make a reservation. All women of
the church are welcomed.
Don’t forget the Women’s Evening Circle is still selling Rada
knifes. If you are interested please see Judy Melton.

Group Life and Fellowship
Potluck Dinner and Dessert Auction to honor Pastor Charles and the Mission School of
Hope
Sunday, July 9 following the 10am service
Please bring:
A dish to pass
Own table service
AND
A delicious dessert for auction

Opportunities for YOU!
Join the Choir/Instrumentalist’s for a Sunday
During the summer months, worship choir will not be rehearsing on Thursday
nights, but instead will rehearse and sing the first Sunday of each month – July
through September.
If you are interested in singing with the choir, please rehearse with us on one or
all of the following Sunday’s listed below. We will meet in the Fireside Room at
9:15am then proceed upstairs for 10am service.
Likewise, if you are interested in playing an instrument, one we have or one you
have, please join us for rehearsal at 11:30am on the Saturday before the Sunday
you choose.
Sound confusing? Please get a hold of me, I’d love to answer any questions you
might have.
August 6 & September 3
Thank you,
Holly Richardson

Monday Afternoon Bible Study
The Monday Afternoon Bible Study will continue to meet
during the summer months per usual.
Monday’s at 1pm
Downstairs in the Fireside Room
See Holly (the one who usually sits at the piano ☺ )
if you have questions.

Saturday, August 12th
Please join us on this date for a Workday in support of the Beloit
Domestic Violence Center!
Missions Committee Contacts:
Karen Gothard
Sue Richards
Stan McCord
Marcie Ball

We will be leaving the church at 8am and will work on light
gardening, painting, and other projects until Noon. Then we will
enjoy a nice sack lunch with them and play a few fun games with
the kids at the center.
Look for signup details soon, but we will need volunteers to work
on the projects at the center, to help out with making the sack
lunches at the church, and help with transporting the sack lunches
up to the center.
Please join us for this very important opportunity to outreach
within our local community, and have fun too! ☺
Mission of the Month activity for July

Please join us in supporting the Mission School of Hope in July! Our congregation will have the
honor of Pastor Charles joining us in services on July 9th. In celebration, there will be a Potluck
after the 10:00 service and a dessert auction, with all proceeds going to the Mission School of
Hope.
Please bring a dish to pass and your own table service for the potluck and a yummy dessert for the
auction. Come prepared to bid on your favorite sweet treats, while at the same time sharing the
love of this congregation with the children and staff at the Mission School!

Our next meeting is Wednesday, July 26th at 5:30 pm. Join us!

Vertical
Focus

I apologize that June has come and gone and we have finally
scheduled our first outing. Believe you me, it is not my first
choice to postpone fun time for sooooo long!! But I know I’m
not alone in having a busy schedule. Just trying to schedule
our first outing proved that! You all are very busy too! So
we will have to be extra careful to value our time together
when we do have it!
I am still conflicted about going to camp this year. I have
booked the space for August 7 – 10th, but have already
heard of several conflicts. With our small numbers, even
one or two being away makes it very difficult and not cost
effective for programming. I have wrestled with issue for a
very long time. I want to make camp a reality for those who
wish to go, but I have to weigh the cost verses the benefits.
So I’m still at a crossroads and would appreciate feedback
of how important this experience is verses canceling this
one year. Any input is appreciated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FIELD DAY – JULY 22ND
Come Join the Fun!!
Where: 1st Congregational Church
When: Saturday, July 22, 2017
Time: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Free Admission
Music
Potato Sack Race
Track and Field Relay Races
Shot Put and Discus practice (Frisbee & Water Balloons)
Please RSVP by July 17, 2017
For more information and to register, please call Tracy Terry at
the church office, 815-623-2348

Music Notes
Worship Choir:
First Sunday of July, August and September,
9:15am in the Fireside room.

Instrumental:
Rehearsals at 11:30am Saturday’s in the Sanctuary
!

Monthly Church Events – July 2017
Sunday
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2

3

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services with
Communion

Guy & Sue
Richards
anniversary

Tuesday
4

Wednesday
5

Thursday
6

Friday
7

11:30 AM Retiree’s
& Wannabe’s at
Sophia’s

Fellowship Hour between
services

Saturday
8

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

6:30 PM Bible Study

Stub Popanz birthday
9

10

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Fellowship Hour between
services
POTLUCK AND
DESSERT AUCTION
FOR PASTOR CHARLES

11
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6:30 PM Bible Study

Tracy Terry
birthday

Marcie Ball
birthday

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
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7:00 PM
Church Council
Meeting
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8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Jordan Mathieu
birthday

6:30 PM Bible Study

10:00 AM
CFO’s Meeting

Fellowship Hour between
services

Kassie McLaren
birthday

6:30 PM Women’s
Evening Circle –
DINNER AT
BACKYARD IN
LOVES PARK
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8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Bill Abels
birthday

5:30 PM Missions
Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Bible Study
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8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Fellowship Hour between
service
John Brinkman birthday

Allan & Marie
Mathieu birthday
SUNDAY SCHOOL
FIELD DAY 10-12
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Fellowship Hour between
services

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
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11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
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Every Sunday
8:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
8:45 A.M. Bible Study
8:45 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
11:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
5:00 P.M “Straight Up Sundays” Youth Programs
Join us for a Heart Warming Family
Worship Service at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Nursery
service is available for children 4 years of age and
under.
Join us downstairs for coffee, dessert, and
Fellowship in between Worship Services.
Every Monday
1:00 P.M. Bible Study
Every Wednesday
6:30 P.M. Bible Study
Every Thursday
6:45 P.M. Choir Rehearsal

