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Little Things from Lisa

As I faced the task of having to write a newsletter article this week, it seemed daunting. I just do not have the inspiration
or the time. But I came across this devotion that felt so applicable. As we discussed the epistle of James, this issue of
works and salvation came up. And this devotion speaks to that and also to all of us as we are moving on in life. This
current time of cramming classes is part of God’s plan for my life to produce good works. So I embrace that I am under
construction and being refined by God. Please enjoy.
Under Construction
By Greg Laurie
Michelangelo was once asked what he was trying to create as he chipped away at a shapeless rock. He replied, "I am
liberating an angel from this stone."
That is what God is doing with us: He is making us into what we can be. We are wonderfully complex. We have been made
in His image.
And in Ephesians 2, Paul tells us, "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them" (verse 10 NKJV). God has a purpose for us to fulfill. He has a task for each of us to
accomplish.
Although there has never been a person who, through human effort, has achieved salvation, if someone has really found
salvation, there should be visible results of that fact.
There are a lot of people today who claim to be Christians, but there is absolutely no evidence in their lives to confirm it.
Works don't save a person, but they are good evidence that he or she is saved.
God has created you as His work of art for good works. He has a work for you to do. He has a plan for your life. Are you
finding it? Are you moving in that direction? Or, are you wandering through life saying, "I have salvation, so that takes care
of that. Now, back to doing what I want to do"?
The wording of Philippians 2:10 is very important. We were "created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them."
God is going ahead of us, preparing the way by which we will come, so that the work we do may fulfill His plan for us. Even
when there are setbacks or crises in life, we can remember God is working through, in, and around us.

Little Things from Lisa
(Continued)

Years after Joseph's brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt, he came face-to-face with them once again. By then, he
was second-in-command in the nation. But instead of using his power and position to exact revenge, Joseph told them,
"But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save
many people alive" (Genesis 50:20 NKJV).
I wonder if this thought first came to Joseph when his brothers arrived, looking for food. Did it just dawn on him at that
very moment? "Now I get it. Now I know why God let me go through this." Or maybe he saw it earlier.
Whatever the case, it was an amazing statement. Think of his exile, his betrayal, the false accusations, and problem
after problem that he faced. Yet he said to them, "I know that your motives weren't pure in this, but God sent me here.
God was in this."
Jesus said something similar to Pontius Pilate. As He stood before Pilate—the man who was judging Him—Jesus said,
"You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above" (John 19:11 NKJV).
In other words, "I am moving toward the goal that I have set, and you are just doing what you are doing because this is
what you are supposed to do. My Father has prepared the way for Me."
Your Father has prepared the way for you too. Maybe you are facing a setback right now. Maybe there is a crisis in
your life. Maybe it seems as though nothing is ever going to change.
Remember, you are a work in progress. You are under construction.
The question is, are you yielding to the plan and purpose that God has for you? Don't resist what He is trying to do. Let
Him have His way with you. Don't be afraid, because His motive is always based on His love for you. He is looking for
your best interests.
God sees what you can become. You may look at yourself and say, "I don't get it. I don't look like a perfect person. My
life doesn't look like a work of beauty."
But God would say, "Just hang on. I can see what I can make you. You need to be patient, because you are a work in
progress. It doesn't happen overnight. In fact, it will take all of your life on this earth and won't be completely finished
until you get to Heaven."
Then you will see that you indeed are a perfect work of art—God's masterpiece.
Reprinted from Harvest Christian Fellowship: https://www.harvest.org/devotions-and-blogs/daily-devotions/2009-0228
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Bryttany Smith
Joan Traff
Norma Linderoth
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Bill Melton
Abe Hannum
Donna Fleming
Ashley Abb
Logan Ball

25
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27

ANNIVERSARIES
Oscar Presley
John Terry Sr
Diane Wheeler
Jeaneal Lantz
Rebecca Terry

6
9
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23
25

Bob & Arlene Stultz
Owen & Wendy Mathieu
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John & Tracy Terry
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4
11
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Janet Lind
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Norm & Jean Iversen
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Coming To The Pulpit
When we started our survey of the bible, I never imagined it would take one
whole calendar year to complete. As I stated last Sunday, it was a “survey;”
which means a surface look into each book that comprises the bible. There is so
much more rich, valuable, life changing information contained in each book if
you go deeper.
Going forward, we will celebrate graduates and then move into a series on the
subject of doubt. Dr. Gary Habermas is the Department Chair of Philosophy and
Theology at Liberty University. I have been exposed to a great deal of his
teachings through my education. He once said, “We don’t believe instead of
doubting, but we believe while doubting.” This statement resonated with me.
I’ve reflected on the many conversations I’ve had with folks about doubt. And
what Dr. Habermas said rings so true. If we are honest, each of us struggles with
doubt from time to time.
But our doubt is each different. For some, it is a factual doubt. Is the bible true?
Do the facts line up? For others it is emotional doubt. God has let them down or
faith is just too difficult. And for others doubt is volitional, having to do with
their will. Where does your doubt fall? Have you ever considered this?
I haven’t yet written our series so I’m not sure the length of this journey, but I
know we will look deeper into this thing called doubt and try to not run from it,
but embrace it. I look forward to this journey with you.

The Finance Committee met a few times since January.
We will try to keep our monthly totals (received) in our
newsletter as to keep our congregation financially informed.
As of April 23, 2017
2017 Budget:
Total Received to Date:

$127,555
$47,792

By June 1, we should hopefully be at $63,777.
That’s our mid-point for 2017!
A BIG THANK YOU to all of you that have given extra in hopes
that 2017 will be successful!!
Respectfully Submitted,
Diane Wheeler and the Finance Committee

Retiree’s and
WannaBe’s

Our men’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, June 7th at 11:30 AM at
Sophia’s Restaurant in Roscoe. Hope to see ya’ there!
Norm Iversen

We didn’t get to meet in May due to my busy schedule, but that
doesn’t mean the caring has stopped! Calls and visits are still
continuing to be made.
Please let us know if you or someone you know of is in need of a
visit or call. Encouragement is just a phone call away!

Please keep these folks in your prayers. If you have someone you would
like to have listed here in the future, please notify the church office,
Karen Gothard, or Pastor Lisa.
Joyce Cox
Donna Fleming
LaVeda Stout & Francis (her sister)
Diane White
Joan Traff
Graduates

Women’s
Afternoon
Circle
Women’s
Evening
Circle

The Women’s Afternoon Circle will not be meeting through the summer.
Our next meeting will be September 13th. We will be going to lunch at the
Fat Cat in Rockton, June 14th at 1:00 pm. A sign up sheet is at the church.
All are welcome! Any questions see Cathy Henderson

Another busy month is coming up in June. Both the Women’s
afternoon circle and the Women’s evening circle will be
having the annual clothing drive on June 9th and 10th. The
hours will be Friday 9-4 and Saturday 9-12. You can bring
your items starting June 4th. We are looking for any kids,
adults, men or women items. If you have any questions
please see Misty Melton. If you are interested in helping set
up Monday thru Thursday please see Paula, Judy or Misty.
We are planning on going out to dinner Monday, July 17th. If
you have any good ideas of where to go please let us know.
We haven’t decided on a restaurant yet.
Don’t forget the Women’s Evening Circle is still selling Rada
knifes. If you are interested please see Judy Melton.
We meet the 3rd Monday of each month. Our next meeting
will be Monday, June 19th at 7pm. All women of the church
are invited to join us.

We would like to give a huge THANK YOU to everyone who
brought items and helped with the garage sale.
We had an awesome 3 days and raised $1564.54 for the church!!!!
It couldn't have been done with out all the help from our
members!!!!

Opportunities for YOU!
The choir and instrumental musicians would like to invite you to join them for a
Sunday.
If you are interested in singing with the choir on a Sunday this summer, please
rehearse with us on one or all of the following Sundays listed below. We will
meet in the Fireside Room at 9:15am then proceed upstairs for the 10am service.
Likewise, if you are interested in playing an instrument, one we have or one you
have, please join us for rehearsal at 11:30 am on the Saturday before the
Sunday you choose.
Sound confusing? Please get ahold of me, I’d love to answer any questions you
have.
July 2
August 6
September 3
Thank you, Holly Richardson

Monday Afternoon Bible Study
The Monday Afternoon Bible Study will continue to meet
during the summer months per usual.
WHEN: Monday’s from 1-2 pm
WHERE: At church in the Fireside Room
WHO: All are welcome!!
See Holly (the one who usually sits at the piano ☺ ) if you
have questions.

The Missions Committee had a great meeting in May
with a representative of the Beloit Domestic
Violence Survivor Center. The mission of this
organization is to be a positive resource for our
community by responding to crisis and providing
resources to survivors.
Missions Committee Contacts:
Karen Gothard
Sue Richards
Stan McCord
Marcie Ball

We look forward to sharing more information with
you in the coming weeks about this terrific
organization, and some ways in which our
congregation may be able to support them and the
outstanding assistance they provide to those that
are currently in the crisis of domestic violence.
Their center has been at 100% capacity all year, so
there are many needs we can help to fill.

Mission of the Month activity for June
Please join us in supporting the Free Clothing Giveaway sponsored by the Women’s
Circle groups at the church, to be held on June 9th and June 10th.
All donations of clothing are welcome, and volunteers are needed to help set up,
tear down, and “man the tables” during the event. This is a terrific opportunity to
perform outreach to the community and share the love of Christ with all that visit
our church that weekend.
Our next meeting is Wednesday, June 28th at 5:30 pm. Join us!

Vertical
Focus

Our Sunday evening meetings are over and at the last
meeting, we have a very good, and frank, discussion
about our group. We have six students right now that
are faithful and active. They have expressed a desire
to commit to strengthening their bond in order to grow
our group. This came from the students and thus
warmed my heart.
This summer we will continue with our summer weekly
outings and we are still trying to get a camp set up for
a smaller group. No firm plans are in place, but
information will be coming soon.
I again thank them for showing up each week, sharing
of themselves, and their commitment to this fellowship
of faith. It is inspiring when a student reminds a
mentor that what we do together matters.
Please pray for our students.

Congratulations Graduates!
We will be honoring our 2017 Graduates during
services and fellowship on Sunday, June 4.
If you have not yet filled out a blue “Graduate
Form” please do so by June 1st.

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY – JUNE 9TH AND 10TH
Heads up for our clothing giveaway in June!
The Women’s Evening Circle is making plans for this event to
be held on June 9th and 10th.
We will be gathering items of clothing at the church beginning
June 4th. Clothing items you had saved for the garage sale will
be welcome.
Adult clothing, children’s clothing and shoes are items people
look for and are very APPRECIATIVE for when they find needed
items.
Thanks for your support!

Music Notes
During the summer months, worship choir will not be
rehearsing on Thursday nights, but instead will rehearse
and sing the first Sunday of each month – June through
September.
Fore the church band, our Saturday rehearsal times
have been fluctuating because of schedules so, if you
have a desire to join us (and we overwhelmingly hope
you DO) please get ahold of Holly. We don’t want to
miss you!
If you are interested in either of these opportunities,
please see the article titled “Opportunities for You” in
the Music portion of this newsletter for details. All are
welcome to participate!

Monthly Church Events – June 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Bryttany Smith
birthday

4
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services with
Communion

5

6

7

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Bob & Arlene
Stultz
anniversary

11:30 AM Retiree’s
& Wannabe’s at
Sophia’s

Fellowship Hour between
services

8

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

9

10

CLOTHING
DRIVE

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

9AM – 4PM
7:00 PM Bible Study

Fellowship Hour between
services

12

13

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study
7:00 PM
Church Council
Meeting

3
11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

Joan Traff
birthday

11

Saturday

CLOTHING DRIVE
& CHILDREN’S
CARNIVAL

Owen & Wendy
Mathieu
anniversary

9AM – 12PM

14

15

16

17

1:00 PM Women’s
Afternoon Circle
Lunch at Fat Cat in
Rockton

10:00 AM
CFO’s Meeting

Linda McAffee
birthday

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
Jeff & Marcie Ball
anniversary

7:00 PM Bible Study

Norma Linderoth
birthday

18
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services
Fellowship Hour between
services
Duane & Marilyn Lillie
anniversary

19

20

21

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Donna
Fleming
birthday

7:00 PM Bible Study

26

27

28

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Jeaneal Lantz
birthday

22

23

24

Ashley Abb
birthday

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

John & Tracy
Terry
anniversary

7:00 PM Women’s
Evening Circle
Bill Melton birthday
Abe Hannum
birthday

25
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services
Fellowship Hour between
service
Logan Ball birthday
Oscar Presley birthday
Bud & Linda McAffee
anniversary

John Terry Sr
birthday
Diane Wheeler
birthday

Rebecca Terry
birthday

29

30
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Every Sunday
8:00 A.M.
8:45 A.M.
8:45 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
5:00 P.M

Morning Worship Service
Bible Study
Coffee Fellowship Hour
Morning Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship Hour
“Straight Up Sundays” Youth Programs

Join us for a Heart Warming Family
Worship Service at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Nursery
service is available for children 4 years of age and
under.
Join us downstairs for coffee, dessert, and
Fellowship in between Worship Services.
Every Monday
1:00 P.M. Bible Study
Every Wednesday
6:30 P.M. Bible Study
Every Thursday
6:45 P.M. Choir Rehearsal

