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Little Things from Lisa

“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:1-3

Paul’s words to the church at Ephesus have haunted me all week as I prepared the sermon on the book of
Ephesians. Specifically the “live a life worthy of the calling you have received,” part. Am I doing that?
Absolutely not. I believe if we are honest with ourselves, there are not many who can say they do. Mother
Theresa perhaps. Or Ghandi. Maybe even Pope Francis. However, I believe their humility would prohibit them
from claiming victory.
But I am not suffering from a bout of humility, but rather honesty. For I know where I come up short living a life
worthy of the calling I have received. What a blessing, what an honor, to be called to service for the Lord. Yet I
am far from being patient and gentle. I often do not make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through
peace. Rather I seek selfish desires and getting my own needs met.
Does any of this sound familiar? When I have these moments of conviction that is the time when I truly seek the
love of God. He has called each of us, no matter our shortcomings or failings, to service for Him. He loves us
unconditionally. Yet these convicting moments of our shortcomings remind us He loves us too much to allow us
to stay the way we are.
When I am haunted that I am not living up to my calling, it is a wake-up call from God. A tap on the shoulder, if
you will, to remind me whose I am and why I’m here. No matter what our “job” is, our lives belong to Christ.
And walking worthy of our calling is a day to day effort to bring our very best to others on behalf of Christ. Far
too often I am looking for the best of others to come to me. And when it doesn’t, I reserve my best. This is not
what God desires. Nor does it bring joy.
Perhaps if we each start with ourselves first and foremost, we can change each other’s walk. I will do my best to
live a life worthy of my calling regardless of how the world responds. And my joy will come from a loving God
who is responding with His very best through my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Peace.
Pastor Lisa
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Missions Committee
Karen Gothard, Sue Richards,
Stan McCord, Marcie Ball

ANNIVERSARIES

Shirley Opon
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Darlene Speich
Johanna Melton
Duane Lillie
Pat Aiello

5
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8:00 GREETERS
Gloria Marcum
Norm & Jean Iversen
Mary Lou Sprague
Diana Andrews

10:00 GREETERS
Sid & Jan Hensel
Don & Pat Aiello
Jayne Oakes
Shirley Putnam

5
12
19
26

LITURGISTS
Narcy Opon
Karen Gothard
Joy Aiello
Owen Mathieu

FLOWERS
Darlene Worley
Bill & Misty Melton
Pat & Cathy Henderson
TBD

Coming To The Pulpit
Lent is here on March 1st! Can you believe it? Lent is a time of contemplation,
prayer, and repentance. It’s 40 days of preparing for the death and resurrection
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We will take a break from our New
Testament Survey and beginning March 5th will study together Psalm 51
throughout Lent. That is seven weeks of study on this very important Psalm. It
is the Psalm King David wrote of lament and repentance after the prophet
Nathan rebuked him for his sins with Bathsheba. You may wish to read it over
before we start or just enjoy our slow journey studying it together. We too will
contemplate our lives and prepare our hearts for Easter Morning!

Vertical Focus invites you to dine with us on St. Patrick’s Day, Friday, March 17th
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
Our menu includes:
Irish Soda Bread & Regular, Honey, or Cinnamon Butter
Traditional Irish Salad
Irish Beef Stew or Corned Beef & Cabbage
Irish Tea Cake or Shamrock Ice Cream

There will be traditional Irish Music and some special fun and surprises. Don’t
miss it. Tickets will be on sale for $10 each starting Sunday, March 5th through
Sunday, March 12th. Reservations can also be made by contacting a youth or
pastor Lisa directly.

Retiree’s and
WannaBe’s

Our men’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, March 1st at 11:30 AM
at Sophia’s Restaurant in Roscoe. Hope to see ya’ there!
Norm Iversen
Caring for Others could use a few more caregivers. Have you got the
heart to make visits, calls, or send cards to those who need a little extra
encouragement? We could use you on our team. We meet the third
Thursday of every month at 10:00 am. But if you can’t make the
meetings, we can still share the needs with you.
We just ask that you report back how folks are doing to Pastor Lisa so she
can keep track of everybody. Please talk to Lisa if you would like more
information about this valuable program. We say it takes a village to
raise our children. It also takes a village to care for our fellowship!
Please pray about this.

Please keep these folks in your prayers. If you have someone you would
like to have listed here in the future, please notify the church office,
Karen Gothard, or Pastor Lisa.
Jeaneal Lantz
Ula Bryan
Millie Zinnecker
Shirley Carter
Marilyn Lillie

Donna Flemming
Gloria Marcum
Gayle Grimm
Darlene Worley
Gail (Karen Lewis’ niece)

Group Life and Fellowship Committee

Your help with Sunday morning coffee/fellowship hour that
follows each worship service is always appreciated.
Signup sheets are available downstairs.

Women’s
Afternoon
Circle

The Women’s Afternoon Circle met February 8th and decided to make
blessing bags for homeless women. We will be filling the bags with
toiletries, hard candy, etc. and a blessing.
They will be taken to Sparrow's Nest in Beloit and Carpenters Place in
Rockford to be distributed to the women in need.
We will assembling the bags at our next meeting March 8th at 1:00 pm
at the church. Join us!

Women’s
Evening
Circle

The Women’s Evening Circle will start meeting again on Monday, March
20th at 7pm. All women of the church are invited. If you have ideas of
things you would like to see us do, bring them with you to share.
Don’t forget we are still selling Rada Knifes. If you are interested please
see Judy Melton.

FUNDRAISING CONCERT BENEFITTING
Rock House kids
Featuring

Christian singer/songwriter
Dan Holmes
Special presentation by

Rock House Kids Mime Team
Saturday, March 25th – 6:30 pm
Right here at First Congregational Community Church
We will have the opportunity to join together Sunday the 26th at 10 am
where Dan will give the morning message in music.
*(There will be no 8 am service)
If you attended last year’s concert, you know what a GREAT time everyone had
so, invite your friends and acquaintances, they will be blessed!
Let’s fill this house to capacity!

WORSHIP CHOIR:
MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD!
Worship Choir continues to meet Thursday’s from 6:45 - 8pm. We would be
delighted by your presence. If you are interested in more details or need a
ride, please contact Holly Richardson.
INSTRUMENTAL REHEARSALS
Instrumental rehearsals will continue to be held on Saturdays from 1 – 2 pm in the church sanctuary.
Maybe you would like to share a special song (vocal or instrumental) – please let me know.
We’d love it!

Monday Afternoon Bible Study
WHEN: Monday’s from 1-2 pm
WHERE: At church in the Fireside Room
WHO: All are welcome!!
It‘s never too late to jump in!
Questions, call Holly Richardson

The Missions Committee has been busy making
plans for 2017! We will, of course, continue our
commitments to ongoing organizations such as the
Rockton Food Pantry, Rockford Rescue Mission,
Rock House Kids, and the Mission School of Hope.

Missions Committee Contacts:
Karen Gothard
Sue Richards
Stan McCord
Marcie Ball

As we did last year, however, we continue to look
for additional organizations to support and find new
ways to serve them and expand our outreach
opportunities. If you have any ideas or suggestions,
we would love to hear from you!! Just reach out to
one of the committee members listed here.
Check the newsletter each month for new ways to
share of your gifts, time, and love of Christ with
others!  Upcoming opportunities include:

March 25th at 6:30 PM
Special Fundraising Concert benefitting Rock House Kids featuring Dan Holmes!
Come join in the fun of this terrific evening of music and worship right here at First
Congregational church. A love offering will be taken.
April 22nd
Please save this date! We are still finalizing the details, but we are working to
schedule a service opportunity on this date in our local community, possibly with the
Northern Illinois Food Bank. Please plan on joining us on this outing to “put feet on
our faith” right here in our local community. Details coming soon!
Our next meeting is Wednesday, March 15th at 5:30 pm. Join us!

Vertical
Focus

The Auction raised $590! Thank you everyone for another year
of creative, unique, and enticing baskets. I know you put a lot
of energy and thought into your creations and it pays off. So
hats off to everyone who helped by bringing, buying, or talking
it up. Kudos.
Our next Fundraiser is the St. Patrick’s Day dinner on Friday,
March 17th. Please keep that night open to come and serve
our guests. We will feature fun Irish food, dessert, and
atmosphere! Everyone is asked to wear a green shirt and if
you have a fun hat or accessories, add them in. I did buy some
party favor hats for anyone who doesn’t have anything
personally. We will continue planning during Sunday night
youth meetings.
Some good news/bad news information. I let the Church
Council know that the Youth can no longer manage the
rummage sale. Our numbers are just not at the level that we
can sustain that activity. However, the church has not given up
on the rummage sale either. We are looking for someone to
oversee the sale and it will continue. So if you can volunteer to
help, please do so. Remember all the people that helped us
with this fundraiser and let’s support them too.
However, this means a LARGE chunk of our fundraising goes
away (about $1,000). We need to find another way to replace
these funds. Bring me your ideas!
Finally, I have only 5 people guaranteed for camp. This is not
enough to go forward. I am setting a deadline of March 31st
for final answers. We need a minimum of 10 to make it work.
So please check your calendars and let me know.

Lots of people celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. They
wear something green, they might decorate with
shamrocks, or they may even eat Irish food like
corned beef and cabbage for dinner. But most
people don’t know very much about St. Patrick’s
life and what he did. Do you think St. Patrick was
Irish? Do you think St. Patrick was ever a slave?
The first question seemed easy, but if you said yes
to the first question, you were wrong. St. Patrick
was not Irish. He was a Briton, born in the part of
the world we now call Wales. And if you said yes
when asked if St. Patrick was a slave, you were
right. Patrick was kidnapped from his country
around the year 400 and taken to Ireland where he
was sold into slavery. He was only sixteen years old
when he was taken by the Irish pirates, and he spent
six long years working for his Irish master.
During those six years, Patrick cried out to God in his prayers. He was
lonely and sad and frightened. Slaves were not treated very well.
Finally, with God’s help, he escaped from Ireland and made his way
back home. There, he studied and became a priest. Then he went back
to Ireland, back to the people who had made him a slave, to preach the
good news of Jesus. God gave Patrick courage and even though he was
almost killed several times, God always kept him safe. Because of
Patrick’s work and preaching in Ireland, slavery was ended there, and
Christianity spread across the whole county. Patrick lived to be a very
old man. He lived to see Ireland transformed by God’s message of love
and forgiveness.

Monthly Church Events – March 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

11:30 AM Reitree’s
and Wannabe’s

Friday

Saturday

3

4

Shirley Opon
birthday

1:00PM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

1:00 PM Women’s
Afternoon Circle
6:30 PM Bible Study

5
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services with
Communion

6

7

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

9:15 AM CHOIR
REHEARSAL

8

9

10

11

1:00 PM Women’s
Afternoon Circle

Mark Richardson
birthday

Joy Aiello
McDonnell
birthday

1:00PM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

17

18

6:30 PM Bible Study

Fellowship Hour between
services
5PM – Strait Up Sundays

12
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services
9:15 AM CHOIR
REHEARSAL
Fellowship Hour between
services

13

14

15

16

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Pat Henderson
birthday

5:30 PM Missions
Committee Meeting

10:00 AM
CFO’s Meeting

Darlene Speich
birthday

6:30 PM Bible Study

6:45 PM Choir

7:00 PM
Church Council
Meeting

1:00PM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
Johanna Melton
birthday
Duane Lillie
birthday

5PM – Strait Up Sundays

19
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services
Fellowship Hour between
services

20

21

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

22

23

24

25

6:30 PM Bible Study

6:45 PM Choir

Pat Aiello
birthday

1:00PM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

7:00 PM Women’s
Evening Circle

6:30 PM Dan
Holmes Concert
with Rock House
Kids Mime Team

5PM – Strait Up Sundays

26

27

28

29

30

6:30 PM Bible Study

6:45 PM Choir

NO 8AM SERVICE
10AM
Worship Services
featuring Dan Holmes
musci
Fellowship Hour between
services
11AM – Group Life &
Fellowship Meeting
5PM – Strait Up Sundays

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

31
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Roscoe, IL 61073-0066
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Every Sunday
8:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
8:45 A.M. Bible Study
8:45 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
11:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
5:00 P.M “Straight Up Sundays” Youth Programs
Join us for a Heart Warming Family
Worship Service at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Nursery
service is available for children 4 years of age and
under.
Join us downstairs for coffee, dessert, and
Fellowship in between Worship Services.
Every Monday
1:00 P.M. Bible Study
Every Wednesday
6:30 P.M. Bible Study
Every Thursday
6:45 P.M. Choir Rehearsal

