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Little Things from Lisa

All year long we have been collecting for Operation Christmas Child. OCC is a ministry branch of Samaritans Purse run
by Franklin Graham. This is our third year in packing 100 shoeboxes to be distributed to children somewhere around
the world. This is a unique and loving ministry that I want you to know more about.
For many of the children who receive the boxes, this will definitely be the first or only gift they ever receive. Many of
the children who receive these gifts live in squalor where survival is critical. The idea of superfluous things such as
“gifts” and “toiletries” are deemed a luxury. So when they receive a gift with such opulence, they are moved to think
someone would give so lavishly to them.
And this is the first step to introducing the children to Jesus. Why would a stranger love them enough to send gifts
around the world to a child they never met? Because the love of Christ compels us too. Each child is moved by the
generosity of the box and then introduced to the gospel where they meet Jesus.
The boxes are distributed to children through local churches. Men and women who live in the community are trained in
the teaching materials for discipleship. Once children receive a box, they come back for 12 weeks to complete the
discipleship series “The Greatest Journey.” Upon completion of the material, each child receives their very own New
Testament in their very own language!
Each box costs $9 to ship. That may seem like a lot, but it really isn’t. The $9 includes the discipleship materials, the
copy of the New Testament, and the transportation to get the box from the U.S. to a poor child far far away.
Elsewhere in this newsletter is an opportunity to continue the journey with the boxes by going on a local mission trip to
audit the packed boxes. It’s only three days to make sure that each child receives the gift that God intended just for
them.
Thank you for your support of this ministry throughout the year. And continue to pray that every box packed on behalf
of a child will reach its destination.
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25 Christina Wheeler
27
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27
Marilyn Moffitt
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30
Russell Mosher
30
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23 Oscar & Dean Presley
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Cindy Trimble
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Coming To The Pulpit

Because we took a one week break during our Max Lucado book, we will
have only two weeks of stewardship this year. November 5 and 12 will be
dedicated to discussing our 2018 budget, our faithfulness as a
congregation, and where God is leading us. November 19th will be
dedicated to a word of Thanks in honor of the holiday and then we move
into Advent 2017! Christmas is right around the corner! Be sure to include
worship in your “preparations” for Christmas and remember to keep Jesus
as the reason for the season!
Financial Team Announcement
The church has a $100,000 certificate of deposit at Gateway
Community bank that came due on October 11, 2017. The
financial team gathered to best determine how to proceed
with those funds. After investigating several options, we
determined the best course of action was to reinvest the
$100,000 in another certificate of deposit at Gateway for 15
months at 1.5%. Gateway only allows $75,000 as the
maximum deposit for this special, so the remaining $25,000
will roll over under the current terms.
The council approved this recommendation at the October 9th
meeting and the funds were subsequently reinvested.
If there are any questions surrounding this issue, please speak
to a financial team member:
Pastor Lisa
Stan McCord
Mike White
Ethan Menges
John Brinkman
Diane Wheeler
Pat Henderson

Retiree’s and
WannaBe’s

Our men’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, November 1st at 11:30
AM at Sophia’s Restaurant in Roscoe. Hope to see ya’ there!
Norm Iversen
October was another difficult month for many in our fellowship. We had to say
goodbye to Millie Zinnecker rather unexpectedly, but rejoice in her receiving her place
in God’s eternal kingdom! Stub Popanz has struggled with his health and finds himself
once again in the hospital in need of covering of prayer. Please continue to keep him
and Gayle in your prayers. The Marshall’s have been under tremendous strain as
Bruce and Sally each battle to stay healthy. And Ethan Menges had to undergo lung
surgery and is now in the familiar place of rehabilitation once again. Our prayer chain
has been very busy and there have been lots of calls and visits. This is the heart of
being a fellowship and walking with one another in difficult times. Please continue to
reach out to those you know and encourage them every day.

Please keep these folks in your prayers. If you have someone you would
like to have listed here in the future, please notify the church office,
Karen Gothard, or Pastor Lisa.
Dustin Insko & Family
LaVeda & Harold Stout
Karen Lewis’ niece Gail
Stub Popanz
Sally & Bruce Marshall
Many in Merry Dolter’s Family
Connie Leather & daughter Cher
Ethan Menges
Zinnecker Family
Mary Lou Sprague

Women’s
Afternoon
Circle

The women's afternoon circle met October 11th. They have begun preparations for
the Cookie Walk in December, and are looking at doing blessing backpacks in
November or December. Our next meeting will be November 8th, 1 o'clock at the
church.
Any questions see Cathy Henderson

Women’s
Evening
Circle

We did have to cancel our painting party but we will reschedule in the spring so
watch for details.
Our next meeting will be Monday, November 20 and we will be going out to dinner.
We are meeting at 6:30 at the Backyard in Loves Park. There is a sign up sheet on the
front railing. The final day to sign up is Sunday, November 12. If you would like to car
pool, please meet at the church at 6pm. If any questions please see Misty Melton.
We will also be having our Christmas collection that night. We will decide where to
donate the money to that evening. All women of the church are invited.
Watch for information for a quilt give away that we will be doing. Shirley Putnam has
donated a beautiful quilt for this.
And don’t forget, December 9th is the Cookie Walk and Craft Show. Come get some
awesome cookies and check out the crafters. You can find those special items for
Christmas.
Don’t forget the Women’s Evening Circle is still selling Rada knifes. We have a new
catalog also. If you are interested please see Judy Melton.

A Child’s Point of View
The story of Adam and Eve was being carefully explained in the children’s Sunday School class.
Following the story, the children were asked to draw some picture that would illustrate the
story. Little Bobby drew a picture of a car with three people in it. In the front seat was a man and
in the back seat, a man and a woman. The teacher was at a loss to understand how this
illustrated the lesson of Adam and Eve. Little Bobby was prompt with his explanation. “Why, this
is God driving Adam and Eve out of the garden!”

GROUP LIFE AND FELLOWSHIP
Thank you to all who provide goodies each Sunday, making our time of fellowship yummy.
Just a reminder:
Coffee and goodies are provided weekly following each worship service. If you would like to share a treat
or help with kitchen duties, sign-up sheets available downstairs (or just pitch-in when you can).

Opportunities for YOU!
Join the Choir/Instrumentalist’s for a Sunday
If you are interested in singing with the choir, please rehearse with us on
Sunday morning at 9:15 am before second service. We will meet upstairs in the
back Sunday School room and then sing in the 10am service.
Likewise, if you are interested in playing an instrument, one we have or one you
have, please join us for rehearsal at 11:30am on the Saturday before the Sunday
you choose.
Sound confusing? Please get a hold of me, I’d love to answer any questions you
might have.
Thank you,
Holly Richardson

Monday Afternoon Bible Study
Monday’s at 1pm
Downstairs in the Fireside Rm

See Holly if you have questions
All are Welcome!

Thanks for your support!
What a great month we had in October! Thank you so much for
your support of both activities during the month
Missions Committee Contacts:
Karen Gothard
Sue Richards
Stan McCord
Marcie Ball

“Baking for the Brave” – what a tremendous amount of goodies
came in!! We made 12 heaping baskets of homemade cookies,
bars, and treats and delivered them to local first responders.
Thanks to all that pitched in to supply and pack the baskets!
“Spice It Up” – thanks to all who donated such a large amount of
different spices, sauces, etc to benefit those at the Rockford
Rescue Mission! The cooks at the mission will surely be able to
make some flavorful dishes with such a wide variety of spices.

Mission of the Month activity for November and December
November: Please join us on Sunday, November 12th, between first and second services for the
annual Operation Christmas Child shoebox packing party! We have been collecting items all year,
and have a whopping 100 boxes to fill, so come join in the fun as we get to finally prepare the
boxes for the kids.

December: Our mission of the month for December will be Rock House Kids, as we collect
Walmart gift cards to be used to buy Christmas gifts for all of the kids. The staff and volunteers at
Rock House Kids will take the cards to Walmart and buy the perfect gifts for the kids of all ages that
are served by the center. Cards in any denomination will be put to good use, and we will even
have cards here that you can buy to save you making a trip to Walmart! ☺

Our next meeting is Wednesday, July 26th at 5:30 pm. Join us!

Mission Trip Opportunity!
Have you ever wondered if anyone checks all of those shoeboxes we pack for Operation
Christmas Child? After all, what if they don’t have a toy or they do have a liquid in them
that needs to be removed? What does U.S. Customs do with pallets of boxes when they
find an inappropriate box?
These problems are solved by volunteers who go to Minneapolis on November 27, 28, 29
and work several shifts to inspect the boxes before final shipment. You can be one of
these volunteers! There are jobs for people who need to sit and jobs for detailed
oriented as well as task oriented. Please talk to Pastor Lisa to get all the details. The
cost is a $16 registration fee that covers a couple of lunches and snacks. Hotel, gas, etc.,
will be additional cost to the volunteer. The hotel is being selected very soon and a firm
price will be available.
This is not all work and no play! Each day we work a 4-5 hour shift, but on Tuesday, we
have the afternoon and evening free to visit the Mall of America or kick back in the hotel.
We will finish working on Wednesday around 1:00 pm and then head back home.
If you think this sounds interesting or fun, please see Pastor Lisa for all of the information
or to sign up. They are hoping to get 50 volunteers from the stateline area. Merry
Christmas!

Vertical
Focus

At group we discussed a few plans for the upcoming months. We will
once again be hosting a silent auction in January to raise funds for
outings and trips. So begin thinking about what creative basket you
can assemble to entice the highest bidder! We also discussed doing a
fun overnight outing on Christmas Break. Lisa will look into a couple
of options to bring before the group. Our youth are constantly in
need of your prayers as they face the challenges of peer pressure,
conformity, doing the right thing, and being themselves each and
every day. Please keep them in your prayers.

STEWARDSHIP POTLUCK DINNER

Sunday, November 12
following the 10am service
✓ Provided – hot and cold beverages
✓ Please bring – table service
✓ Dish or two to share

Music Notes
Worship Choir Rehearsals
We’re trying something new!
To keep us from driving at night, our rehearsals
will be held Sunday mornings as follows:
Every Sunday at 9:15am (upstairs in one of the
rooms off the education hall)
As well as:
A one-hour rehearsal the fourth Sunday of every
month following the second service (about
11:15am)
Have questions or idea’s? Call Holly for details.

Monthly Church Events – November 2017
Sunday

5
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services with
Communion
Fellowship Hour between
services

Monday

6

Tuesday

7

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

11:30 AM Retiree’s
& Wannabe’s at
Sophia’s

Shirley Gray
birthday

8

9

Friday
3

Saturday
4
11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

10

11
11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

1:00 PM Women’s
Afternoon Circle
5:30 PM Missions
Committee Meeting

Dean Presley
birthday

Stephanie Schmoker
birthday

6:30 PM Bible Study

5:00 PM Straight Up
Sundays

12

13

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

STEWARDSHIP
POTLUCK following 10am
Service

14

15

16

17

18

6:30 PM Bible Study

10:00 AM
CFO’s Meeting

Gloria Marcum
birthday

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

23

24

25

Judy Melton birthday

7:00 PM
Church Council
Meeting

5:00 PM Straight Up
Sundays
Bell Insko, Jordan Diehl
birthdays
19

20

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Oscar & Dean
Presley
anniversary

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

6:30 PM Women’s
Evening Circle
Dinner at Backyard
Grill in Loves Park

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

Christina Wheeler
birthday

Fellowship Hour between
services
5:00 PM Straight Up
Sundays

21

22

Reilly Mathieu, Darlene
Worley birthdays
26

27

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Fellowship Hour between
service
CHOIR REHEARSAL after
2nd service
5:00 PM Straight Up
Sundays

Ray Olomon,
Marilyn Moffitt
birthday

28

29

30

6:30 PM Bible Study

Russell Mosher,
John Trimble
birthday

Nathan Richardson
birthday
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Every Sunday
8:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
8:45 A.M. Bible Study
8:45 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
11:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
5:00 P.M “Straight Up Sundays” Youth Programs
Join us for a Heart Warming Family
Worship Service at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Nursery
service is available for children 4 years of age and
under.
Join us downstairs for coffee, dessert, and
Fellowship in between Worship Services.
Every Monday
1:00 P.M. Bible Study
Every Wednesday
6:30 P.M. Bible Study
Every Thursday
6:45 P.M. Choir Rehearsal

