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Little Things from Lisa

I just saw on the news that a 53 year old woman from Massachusetts won $758.7 million dollars in the
Powerball. I watched her interview and she said she was scared, but would be OK. She has already quit her
job too. Her reaction was not surprising. She did seem genuinely frightened about the prospect of how her
life would change. She said she wanted to just be alone and relax and rest. And think. I can’t imagine that if I
won that kind of money I’d be able to STOP thinking.
Haven’t we all played in that dreamland? “If I ever win the lottery, I’m going to...” But I won’t ever win
because I don’t ever play. Yet I have entertained that thought on more than one occasion. There are always
the materialistic indulgences that come to mind like appliances, new floors, etc. And then of course the
charity work that could be done. Where to even begin in helping others! And I admit that my dreams do
most often include a rescue farm for dogs where I spend my days in glory. Although different, I’m sure you
have a list too tucked in the corner of your mind.
But after I watched the segment, I said a prayer for her. The winner’s life will never be the same after today.
She is no longer anonymous or interdependent with her community. She has now become a wealthy, sought
after target with a whole new unfamiliar set of problems. So my prayer was sincere that she comes out of this
in a good way, blessed by this happy(?) accident.
Because really, isn’t the purpose of life to be content in need and in plenty? We often think it would be great
to win the lottery, but it is no different than being in need. There are plenty of opportunities to worry and
feel uncertain. Paul wrote in Philippians 4:11-13, “I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I
know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens
me.” Therein lays the key, the source of our contentment. Paul continued that thought in his first letter to
Timothy 6:6-8 when he said, “Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing
into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we
will be content.”
All that we have or don’t have in this world is due not to what we have brought into it and there is nothing
that when we die, we will take with us. Yet each day we eat, have clothes, shelter, relationships. So maybe
we haven’t won the Powerball, but as far as I’m concerned, I’m content with what the Lord has blessed me
with. He is the source of my contentment!
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Coming To The Pulpit

So fall is coming whether some of us are ready or not! September
10th is the Fall Festival and only one service that day at 8:00 am to
accommodate the parade and other park activities. The following
week, September 17th we will begin a six week series based on Max
Lucado’s book More to Your Story. As we have progressed from
doubt to our personal faith, we now move into seeing how our
personal faith journey is part of a larger plan from God. We will
once again have Max with us in worship as he gives us his video
clips to lead the way.
Starting in 2017, we have been including our monthly totals
(received) in our newsletter to help keep our congregation
financially informed.
As of July 30, 2017
Total Received in July:

$16,062.77

Respectfully Submitted,
Diane Wheeler and the Finance Committee

New Member Classes Offered
Have you been attending and worshiping and would like to
officially join the family of First Congregational Church? New
Member classes will be held on October 8th and October 15th
after second service. The classes usually last about an hour
and we cover such topics as what Congregationalism is, how
our local church runs, what membership means, and your
spiritual gifts. We invite you to consider if it’s time to join!
If you have questions, please see Pastor Lisa.

Retiree’s and
WannaBe’s

Our men’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, September 6th at 11:30
AM at Sophia’s Restaurant in Roscoe. Hope to see ya’ there!
Norm Iversen

Have you been looking for a ministry to get involved in? Do you like
calling or visiting? We could use some more volunteers on the CFO
team. We meet the third Thursday of each month at 10:00 am.
However, if you cannot make the meetings, you can still be a
participant.
We compile of a list of those in need and update it monthly. So you
would always have current information on who is in need. If you
have any questions, please see Pastor Lisa.

Please keep these folks in your prayers. If you have someone you would
like to have listed here in the future, please notify the church office,
Karen Gothard, or Pastor Lisa.
Dustin Insko & Family
LaVeda & Harold Stout
Karen Lewis’ niece Gail
All students, teachers, and
administrators returning to school

Women’s
Afternoon
Circle
Women’s
Evening
Circle

The Women’s Afternoon Circle did not be meet through the summer, but
will start gathering again this month. Our next meeting will be September
13th. Please join us!
Any questions see Cathy Henderson

******PAINTING PARTY*******
The Women’s Evening Circle will be hosting a painting party at the
church on Saturday, October 21st at 10am. If you have not heard
or been to one before, all the supplies will be provided to paint
your own picture. We will be painting a fall scene with pumpkins
on an 11x14 canvas and the cost will be $24.00 per person. We
have about 20 spots opened. If you are interested please see
Misty Melton to sign up. We will need to collect the payment at
time of sign up and checks can be made out to Women’s Evening
Circle. The deadline to sign up will be Sunday, October 15. This
will be a fun time and hope to fill all the spots. If you have any
questions please see Misty.
Our next meeting will be Monday, September 18 at 7pm. All
women of the church are invited.
Don’t forget the Women’s Evening Circle is still selling Rada knifes.
We have a new catalog also. If you are interested please see Judy
Melton.

Group Life and Fellowship
Thank you to all who provide goodies each Sunday, making our time of fellowship
yummy.
Just a reminder:
Coffee and goodies are provided during fellowship, following each worship service
(downstairs).
Want to share a treat or help with kitchen duties?
There are signup sheets available downstairs

Opportunities for YOU!
Join the Choir/Instrumentalist’s for a Sunday
During the summer months, worship choir will not be rehearsing on Thursday
nights, but instead will rehearse and sing the first Sunday of each month – July
through September.
If you are interested in singing with the choir, please rehearse with us on one or
all of the following Sunday’s listed below. We will meet in the Fireside Room at
9:15am then proceed upstairs for 10am service.
Likewise, if you are interested in playing an instrument, one we have or one you
have, please join us for rehearsal at 11:30am on the Saturday before the Sunday
you choose.
Sound confusing? Please get a hold of me, I’d love to answer any questions you
might have.
September 3
Thank you,
Holly Richardson

Monday Afternoon Bible Study
Monday’s at 1pm
Downstairs in the Fireside Rm
We will continue to delve deeper into Sunday’s sermons, applying
them to our daily lives.
See Holly if you have questions
All are welcome!

Thanks SO much!
Missions Committee Contacts:
Karen Gothard
Sue Richards
Stan McCord
Marcie Ball

To all of those that helped with our August workday in support of the
Beloit Domestic Violence Center! We had a great team all around –
from those that went to the center to work, the team that made sack
lunches to share with the workers and clients at the center, the team
that transported the lunches to Beloit, and to Marcie Ball who made
some amazing gift bags for the kids and adults at the center. It never
could have happened without you all! ☺

Upcoming Mission of the Month Activities
SEPTEMBER: Fall Festival Activities – Volunteers Needed
Volunteers needed for set-up, tear-down, and manning the booths for the Garden/Outreach Table,
Kid’s Activities Table, and Free Clothing Giveaway
OCTOBER: 2nd annual “Baking for the Brave”
We will once again be putting together trays of homemade goodies to be delivered to local area
First Responders at the Police and Fire Departments in Roscoe, Loves Park, Machesney Park,
Rockton, and South Beloit. Sign up sheets will soon be available for baking items to share with
those that protect us everyday. We will be looking for things that are “grab & go” and transport
well such as (unfrosted) cookies and bars that can be stacked on to trays.
OCTOBER: “Spice It Up”
We will be collecting spices throughout the month of October to be shared with the team at the
Rockford Rescue Mission. The Mission receives food donations from many sources, but when
asked if there is anything they are lacking, they said simply, “Yes – spices!”. So get ready to bring in
new spices of any variety, or even flavorings such as soy sauce, Worcestershire sauce, etc. Look
for more details coming soon!
NOVEMBER: Save the date! November 12th, Operation Christmas Child shoebox packing party!

Our next meeting is Wednesday, September 27th at 5:30 pm. Please join us!

Vertical
Focus

Group starts again on September 17th! Anyone who is in sixth grade
on up is welcome to join us. You are encouraged to invite friends to
come along too. This year, we are going to incorporate some hands
on fun to liven things up. We also need to begin by doing some
planning of mission projects and outings for the upcoming months.
Bring your ideas! As always, we gather at 5:00 to share a meal
together and then break for group until 6:30. Hope to see you all
there!

Straight Up Sundays
Starting September 17th
Sunday school is back! Beginning September 17th, Sunday
school and Vertical Focus start Straight Up Sundays again.
We begin at 5:00 each week with supper together. Then we
break into our age group classes for time of fun, learning, and
spiritual growth. Then we come back together to close our
time as a large group in prayer. As in the past, every few
weeks, we will have special fun nights where everyone will be
involved together. Friends, neighbors, grandchildren are all
welcome and encouraged to join us each week! See you
there!

Straight Up Sundays
Starting September 17th
Sunday School and Vertical focus will be starting up again on Sunday, September
17th. We will be providing dinner once again this year. If you are interested in
signing up to prepare dinner please see Misty Melton. We will be making a menu up
each week and having the food at the church. It will just need to be prepared and
cleaned up. If you would like to make something yourself that is fine also. It's a
great way to do something for our youth and get to spend some time with them.

Fall Festival Ministry Opportunities
Roscoe’s Fall Festival is right around the corner!
Friday thru Sunday, September 8 – 10
Once again, we will be offering three ministry
opportunities;
Garden information and hospitality table
Kid’s Activities
Clothing give-away
If you are interested in helping, please use the sign-up
sheet located on the railing, next to the piano.
If you have questions, you may leave a message on the
church answering machine and your call will be directed
to the appropriate person.
Thank you for your service!

Music Notes
Regular Worship Choir rehearsals will begin
Thursday, September 7th from 6:45 – 8pm.
We will sing each Sunday morning at the 10am
service.
Anyone interested playing an Instrument during
services, please contact Holly.
Have questions or idea’s? Call Holly for details)

Monthly Church Events – September 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Sid & Jan
Hensel
anniversary

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
Jarl & Paula
Pettersen
anniversary

3

4

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services with
Communion

6

7

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

11:30 AM Retiree’s
& Wannabe’s Lunch
at Sophia’s

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

Fellowship Hour between
services

Jonelle Insko
birthday

Kim Mosher birthday

10
8AM Worship Service

11

NO 10 AM service
Fellowship Hour between
services
FALL FESTIVAL
ACTIVITIES AT CHURCH
– HELP NEEDED

5

12

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

8

9
11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
FALL FESTIVAL
ACTIVITIES AT
CHURCH – HELP
NEEDED

13

14

1:00 PM Women’s
Afternoon Circle

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

15

16
11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

6:30 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM
Church Council
Meeting
Isabelle Broughton
birthday

Shanda Richardson
birthday
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Elizabeth Ward
birthday

6:30 PM Bible Study

10:00 AM
CFO’s Meeting

Lynne Nelson
birthday

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

29

30

Fellowship Hour between
services
5PM STRAIGHT UP
SUNDAYS

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM Women’s
Evening Circle

Earl Melton
birthday

Bill & Misty Melton
anniversary

Becca Sprague birthday
24

25

26

27

28

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Don & Pat
Aiello
anniversary

5:30 PM Missions
Committee Meeting

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

Fellowship Hour between
service
5PM STRAIGHT UP
SUNDAYS
Cindy Trimble birthday

6:30 PM Bible Study

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
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Every Sunday
8:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
8:45 A.M. Bible Study
8:45 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
11:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
5:00 P.M “Straight Up Sundays” Youth Programs
Join us for a Heart Warming Family
Worship Service at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Nursery
service is available for children 4 years of age and
under.
Join us downstairs for coffee, dessert, and
Fellowship in between Worship Services.
Every Monday
1:00 P.M. Bible Study
Every Wednesday
6:30 P.M. Bible Study
Every Thursday
6:45 P.M. Choir Rehearsal

