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Little Things from Lisa
As a pastor, I deliver messages on numerous themes across the spectrum. When I began preaching, I remember thinking, “How
on earth will there always be a relevant biblical principle for our modern day lives.” Yet, lo, and behold, there is. That’s
because the bible, as with all things of God, is timeless.
I am fully aware of the debates and arguments supporting and negating the existence of God. As I review the evidence and
examine the reality of my own life, I am convinced that God is real. (Good news to hear from your Pastor, right?!?) And my
purpose as an orator for the faith is not to convince you that I am correct. Instead it is to reveal the evidence as it stands and
allow others to make up their own minds.
I think too often as Christians, we feel overwhelmed to “convert” others to the faith. We feel the pressure to have all of the
correct answers to life’s deepest questions. We feel the need to make others conform to our thinking for their own good! The
motivation is noble, but the means is often lacking.
The season of Christmas is here. The entire holiday centers around the theme of a tiny innocent baby born in a non-descript
manger in an insignificant town. Sounds very simple, doesn’t it? And that was God’s plan. It’s not a complicated math theory
that takes a master to explain. It’s not a scientific anomaly that only scholars could recognize. Christmas is about an everyday
event that most people in life have had some sort of experience with...a new baby in the family. So common and ordinary, yet
the Truth that holds the key to our salvation.
This Christmas, look for a way to share the story of Christ’s birth with someone who is unfamiliar with it. You won’t need fancy
vocabulary, maps, or charts. You won’t need diagrams or a thesaurus either. You don’t even need a bible if you don’t have one
handy. You have everything you need already in your heart.
With all of the ways the world is so complicated and mixed up, the Bible reveals the simplicity and timelessness of God’s ways.
Make sure your Christmas season centers on the revelations of God. Start small and simple. Explain the ingredients of hope,
peace, joy, and love that form a Christian disciple.
Just like giving a Christmas present to someone in life, you can’t make others use it. That is not up to us. Our job is to introduce
the story and explain how it touches our own lives. You have that ability, super power, and gift already within you. You just
have to share it. It is God then, who will stir the Holy Spirit and convert another believer.
Christmas is a great time to easily share our faith with others and spread the good news of Jesus’ birth. Don’t miss the
opportunity to proclaim God’s goodness to someone who may be longing to hear it. Merry Christmas
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The Afternoon Circle met November 8th and finalized plans for the Cookie Walk
which is being held December 9th, from 9-1. We are asking again for donations
of cookies and candy. We will be getting names from the Rockton Food Pantry so
we can supply 3 or 4 families with Christmas gifts.
In January we plan to fill 10 to 12 blessing bags with toiletries and needed winter
supplies, hats, socks, etc. The bags will be given to women’s shelters. Our next
meeting is Wednesday, December 13th. All are welcome.

Please keep these folks in your prayers. If you have
someone you would like to have listed here in the future,
please notify the church office, Karen Gothard, or Pastor
Lisa.
Dustin Insko & Family
Karen Lewis’ niece Gail
Connie Leather & daughter Cher
LaVeda & Harold Stout
Sally & Bruce Marshall
Guy & Sue Richards – several family members with health
concerns
Are you busy this holiday season? Many folks are. It seems
there is more reason than ever to be out and about as
Christmas approaches.
But there are also lots of folks who would love to be busy, but
are unable to get out. Those who are homebound, ill, or in
assisted living don’t have the luxury of grabbing the keys and
running out the door.
If you have some extra moments this Christmas season,
consider checking in on someone you know that can’t get out.
Stop by and bring some Christmas cheer and the love of
Christ. You can’t imagine how much this means to people.

Hard to believe, but we are already fast approaching the end
of 2017 and moving into a new year. So, it is time to sign up
if you would like to bring altar flowers next year in memory
of a loved one, to celebrate a special occasion, or just to
share some of God’s beautiful creation with us.
If you would like to sign up for next year, please see the
calendar on the front railing near the Choir to select your
date(s).

Coming To The Pulpit
What in the world does the Holy Spirit have for us in 2018?
While I’m not exactly sure just yet, I am intrigued about the
possibilities that have been coming forth onto my heart.
I was so excited to find out Ash Wednesday is Valentine’s
Day and April fool’s day is Easter! What a wickedly fun spin
on things. Worship planning will be meeting soon to talk
about the New Year preaching schedule and Lent.
If there’s ever anything you would like to submit for
consideration for preaching, just reach out to Pastor Lisa or
Karen Gothard.
We are honored to serve two great ministries with our
efforts this month:
Rockton Food Pantry
There are tags hanging on the small tree in the rear of the
church as well as tags on the garland on the railing at the
front of the church. These tags are for collecting items for
the Rockton Food Pantry. You can take a tag to remind you,
or you can just purchase what you would like and bring it in.
There is heightened need this time of year and any and all
donations are appreciated.
Rock House Kids
We will be collecting Walmart Gift Cards for the kids at Rock
House Kids. The staff and volunteers at Rock House will use
the cards to buy the perfect gifts for all kids that are served
by the center. Bring your cards in by December 10th, or we
will have cards at church that you can buy and save a trip to
Walmart! ☺
A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who helped with
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. We packed a total of
109 boxes and stuffed them full! We had a great group of
helpers on shoebox packing day and got them all filled
between first and second service. Thank you SO MUCH to all
that donated gifts, money, time and effort all year long to
make this so successful!

Women’s
Evening
Circle

What a great evening we had Monday, November 20th as the
Evening Circle went out to dinner at Backyard Bar and Grill
in Loves Park. We had a great meal and collected money to
donate to the Rock House Kids. This was our last meeting
for the winter. We will not be meet again until March 2018.
Don’t forget, December 9th is the Cookie Walk and Craft
Show. Come get some awesome cookies and check out the
crafters. We will also be serving lunch that day, barbeques
and hotdogs with chips.
We are having a drawing for a quilt that was donated by
Shirley Putnam. It is hanging up down in the fellowship hall.
You can purchase tickets, $1.00 for one or 6 for $5.00. We
will be drawing after the Cookie Walk and Craft Show.
Don’t forget the Women’s Evening Circle is still selling Rada
knifes. If you are interested please see Judy Melton.

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FUN?
Annual Christmas Party
Sunday, December 17
Festivities will begin following the 10am service.
We will enjoy a lite lunch then proceed to the fireside room for a
white elephant gift exchange.
Please bring an hors d’oeuvre style treat to share and a gift for the
exchange.

All are welcome!

Join us Christmas Eve at 9:00 pm for a special
Christmas Eve service. Christmas wouldn’t be
complete without bringing the family to usher in
the Christ Child! It will be special indeed.
What a blessed event that Christmas Eve is on
Sunday! We will have both worship services that
morning, at 8:00 and 10:00, and return at 9:00 pm
to celebrate more! The ultimate gift has arrived
and we will share in the joy of his birth.
Merry Christmas!

Yet again, yet so soon, we struggle to make sense of bloodshed and violence. [In November], bikers mowed down
on New York City’s Westside. Sunday, worshippers slaughtered in a small-town South Texas church.
Life is a dangerous endeavor. We pass our days in the shadows of ominous realities. The power to annihilate
humanity has, it seems, been placed in the hands of people who are happy to do so.
Contrary to what we’d hope, good people aren’t exempt from violence. Murderers don’t give the godly a pass.
Terrorists don’t vet out victims according to spiritual resumes. The bloodthirsty and wicked don’t skip over the
heavenbound. We aren’t insulated. But neither are we intimidated. Jesus has a word or two about this brutal
world. “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul” (Matthew 10:28).
His disciples needed this affirmation. Jesus had just told them to expect scourging, trials, death, hatred, and
persecution (Matthew 17–23). Not the kind of locker room pep talk that rallies the team. To their credit none
defected. Perhaps they didn’t because of the fresh memory of Jesus’ flexed muscles in the graveyard. Jesus had
taken his disciples to the “the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, [where] two men who were demonpossessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs; they were so exceedingly violent that no one could
pass by that road. And behold, they cried out, saying, ‘What do we have to do with You, Son of God? Have You
come here to torment us before the time?’” (Matthew 8:28–29 NASB).
These two men were demon-possessed and, consequently, “exceedingly violent.” People walked wide detours
around the cemetery to avoid them.
Not Jesus. He marched in like he owned the place. The demons and Jesus needed no introduction. They had
battled it out somewhere else, and the demons had no interest in a rematch. They didn’t even put up a fight.
“Have you come to punish us before our time?” (Matt.8: 29 cev). Backpedaling. Stuttering. Translation? “We know
you will put it to us in the end, but do we get double trouble in the meantime?” They crumpled like stringless
puppets. Pathetic, their appeal: “please send us into those pigs” (Matthew 8: 31 CEV).
Jesus did so. “Move,” he exorcised. No shout, scream, incantation, dance, incense, or demand, just one small
word. We Christians trace the source of violence back to the devil. We place the fault of bloodshed at the feet of
the one whose days are numbered; Satan. We find our hope in the sure victory of Jesus.

This is the balance on which Jesus writes the check of courage “Do not fear those who kill the body and cannot kill
the soul” (Matthew 10:28).
Courage emerges, not from increased police security, but from enhanced spiritual maturity. These days of
violence call for people of faith. People of fear make poor decisions. They overreact, lash out and/or retreat.
People of courage, on the other hand, keep a cool head. They are not blind to nor bewildered by the evil in the
world.
Martin Luther King exemplified this courage. He chose not to fear those who meant him harm. On April 3, 1968,
he spent hours in a plane waiting on the tarmac due to bomb threats. When he arrived in Memphis later that day,
he was tired and hungry, but not afraid.
“We’ve got some difficult days ahead,” he told the crowd. “But it doesn’t matter to me now. Because I’ve been to
the mountaintop. And I don’t mind. Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I’m
not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go up the mountain. And I’ve
looked over. And I’ve seen the Promised Land. And I’m happy tonight. I’m not worried about anything. I’m not
fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”[ii]
He would be dead in less than twenty-four hours. But the people who meant him harm fell short in their goal.
They took his breath, but they never took his soul.
Evildoers have less a chance of hurting you, if you aren’t already a victim. “Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but
to trust the LORD means safety (Proverbs 29:25 NLT).
Real courage embraces the twin realities of current difficulty and ultimate triumph.
Avoid Pollyanna optimism. We gain nothing by glossing over the brutality of human existence. This is a toxic
world. But nor do we join the Chicken Little Chorus of gloom and doom. “The sky is falling! The sky is falling!”
Somewhere between Pollyanna and Chicken Little, between blind denial and blatant panic, stands the levelheaded, clear-thinking, still-believing person of faith. Wide-eyed, yet unafraid. Unterrified by the terrifying. The
calmest kid on the block, not for lack of bullies, but for faith in our heavenly Father. The old people of God knew
this peace: “Though a host encamps against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be
confident” (Psalm 27:3 RSV).
Do not give in to your fears. Resist the temptation to retreat and hunker down. This is the time for faith; the
season for God-based hope. “Be still in the presence of the Lord, and wait patiently for him to act. Don’t worry
about the evil people who prosper or fret about their wicked schemes” (Psalm 37:7 NLT).
Courage is a choice. Let it be yours.
©Max Lucado
Max Lucado is a San Antonio pastor and best-selling author. His latest book is Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm
in a Chaotic World (Thomas Nelson, September 2017). Visit www.MaxLucado.com for more. Follow him on
Twitter @MaxLucado.
(photo credit: @MaxMasseyTV)

Music Notes
Worship Choir Rehearsals
We’re trying something new!
To keep us from driving at night, our rehearsals
will be held Sunday mornings as follows:
Every Sunday at 9:15am (upstairs in one of the
rooms off the education hall)
As well as:
A one-hour rehearsal the fourth Sunday of every
month following the second service (about
11:15am)
Have questions or idea’s?
Call Holly for details.

Monday Afternoon Bible Study
Monday’s at 1pm
Downstairs in the Fireside Rm
All are Welcome!

GROUP LIFE AND FELLOWSHIP
Thank you to all who provide goodies each Sunday, making our time of fellowship yummy.
Just a reminder:
Coffee and goodies are provided weekly following each worship service.
If you would like to share a treat or help with kitchen duties, sign-up sheets available
downstairs (or just pitch-in when you can).

Vertical Focus

I would like to encourage our youth to dedicate themselves
to better worship attendance. And it certainly isn’t about
“bodies in chairs,” but rather exposure to hearing and
understanding God’s voice. Every day our kids are faced
with tough choices that affect their character. Having a solid
foundation in Jesus’ teachings will equip them to better
respond in varying circumstances. So please try to attend.
Regular worship is good for young and old alike!
Coming in January we will once again offer up our Silent
Auction baskets to raise funds for our projects. Please begin
to get creative and be thinking about what basket you can
create for this year! We will bring the baskets starting
January 7th and the auction will close just prior to the annual
meeting.

Retiree’s and
WannaBe’s

Our men’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, December 6th at 11:30
AM at Sophia’s Restaurant in Roscoe. Hope to see ya’ there!
Norm Iversen

Please join us on Sunday, December 10th
beginning with supper at 5pm.
The children from our Sunday School will
present “The Annual Gift Exchange”, a musical
comedy about a young girl who learns the true
meaning of Christmas through the gifts they
receive.
Wearing ugly Christmas sweaters is
encouraged!

Monthly Church Events – December 2017
Sunday
3
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services with
communion

Monday
4

Tuesday
5

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

5:00 PM
Straight Up Sundays
Noah Melton birthday

10
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services
Fellowship Hour
between services
5:00 PM
Children’s Christmas
Program with Dinner!

Wednesday
6

Thursday
7

12

1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

Saturday

8

9

11:30 AM Retiree’s
& Wannabe’s at
Sophia’s

Janelle and
Dustin Insko
anniversary

11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

6:30 PM Bible Study

Adam
Henderson
birthday

Emily Richardson
birthday

11

Friday

13

14

15

1:00 PM Women’s
Afternoon Circle

16
11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

6:30 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM
Church Council
Meeting

Jan Hensel birthday

17
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services
Fellowship Hour
between services

18
1:00 PM
Monday Afternoon
Bible Study

5:00 PM
Straight Up Sundays

Cathy E Henderson,
Joshua Richardson
birthdays

24

25

8AM & 10AM
Worship Services
9:00 PM Christmas Eve
Service
Arlene Stultz, Janet
Lind, Marilyn Lillie
birthdays

31
8AM & 10AM
Worship Services
Fellowship Hour
between services
5:00 PM
Straight Up Sundays
CHOIR REHEARSAL
after 2nd service

19

Merry Dolter
birthday

20

21

6:30 PM Bible Study

10:00 AM
CFO’s Meeting

22

23
11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal

Holly Richardson
birthday

26

27

28

5:30 PM Missions
Committee Meeting

Gayle Grim
birthday

Pat and Cathy
Henderson
anniversary

29

30
11:30AM
Instrumental
Rehearsal
Norm Iversen,
Grant Wheeler
birthdays

First Congregational Community Church
10780 3rd Street – P. O. Box 66
Roscoe, IL 61073-0066
Phone: 815-623-2348
Rev. Lisa Abb
firstconroscoe@gmail.com
web site: www.firstconroscoe.com

Every Sunday
8:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
8:45 A.M. Bible Study
8:45 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service
11:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship Hour
5:00 P.M “Straight Up Sundays” Youth Programs
Join us for a Heart Warming Family
Worship Service at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Nursery
service is available for children 4 years of age and
under.
Join us downstairs for coffee, dessert, and
Fellowship in between Worship Services.
Every Monday
1:00 P.M. Bible Study
Every Wednesday
6:30 P.M. Bible Study

