MISSION OF HOPE
Foreword by the Founder & Executive Director
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FOREWORD FROM THE FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Calvary greetings to you all from the Mission of Hope!
We are grateful to God for another year and for His love
and faithfulness. We deeply appreciate all our partners for
their steadfast and immeasurable support throughout
these years. All what we have been able to achieve is
thanks to your generous donations, timely counsel,
patience and impactful prayers. Kudos to you all!
This report showcases the many ways in which we work to
bring hope to our Baka children and the entire community.
We believe the little we are doing goes a long way to turn
the aims of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development into results for children women and girls,
working closely with local government authorities, the traditional rulers and our formidable partners.

Our presence in the Baka community has in many ways emphasized on the power of positive role
modelling; how vital it is for girls and boys growing up to see the success of their contemporaries, and
through education, experience and example, for it to come within their grasp. Although it has been a
gradual process, our community has developed greatly in recent years and it is wonderful to hear a girl
tell you how she dreams of becoming a medical doctor or a boy telling you he would love to become an
architect. It is heartwarming to see how much growth our people have made moving away from darkness
to light.

The Year 2020 was one of the most challenging years we have experienced as a mission. COVID-19 has
impacted billions of lives around the globe. Governments, individuals, businesses, and civil society
organizations are battling to save lives, support families, and keep businesses, and organizations afloat.
During these unprecedented times, the role of our mission has become paramount in combating the
coronavirus and its impact on our community which is still struggling in so many aspects of life. The
Pandemic altered our plans, our lifestyle, and our fellowship as Christians and the way we relate to friends
and family. The fear factor and panic was very high but this notwithstanding, we were able to carry out
lifesaving and life changing activities.
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We continue to lift our eyes on to the Lord and together with our partners we have not relented in
bringing hope to desperate communities.

God Bless you all and we wish you a wonderful 2021

Rev. Charles Sagay
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ABOUT MISSION OF HOPE
Location: We are located in Molobo in Mbang Sub Division which is found in the Eastern Region of
Cameroon. We have Mission School of Hope Campus 1 , Mission School of Hope ( Owens Family Campus)
Campus 2 and a clinic Nile and Edna Memorial Clinic and Maternity .The schools and the clinic were
created to provide the Baka children (pygmies) an opportunity to receive education and also to cater for
their health and other needs. The once wanderers have now settled down, looking up to Jesus and living
more organized lives with hope for a better tomorrow for their children.
Vision: Mission of Hope is a ministry with the purpose of bringing hope to desperate and marginalized
communities through the demonstration of the love of Jesus Christ. We do this through mission serving,
educating, caring and preaching the good news to the marginalized communities with the main objective
being to enhance the opportunities of children and their communities to help them realize their full
potential and capabilities.

Introduction
It is always wonderful to get into a new year, as we celebrate Gods goodness and mercies in keeping us
throughout 2020, we are also reflecting on the way we work, what we achieved and what we could not
achieved. We were able to develop coping mechanisms, strategies and made changes in some areas as a
response to the covid-19 pandemic while creating a balance in our core activities. In the face of the many
challenges, we discovered talents and abilities that we had not seen before as all hands were on deck to
combat the spread of the coronavirus.
Despite our limits in the use of modern technology for education, communication, work and other
aspects, we are glad we were able to make it through the year and our children still received quality
education.
We also noticed that more folks turned to the Lord for help as they accepted Christ as their Lord and
Savior. The Mission of Hope team made a huge sacrifice in mobilizing the community for intentional fight
against the coronavirus, intensive and extensive sensitization on ways to prevent the spread o the
pandemic.
It is worth mentioning that the risk was high as we worked to sensitize our community members to create
an awareness of the virus and ways to combat the spread. It is good to know that our community
members do not have TVs nor radio sets to listen to news or get informed, this leaves us with so much
work and we are careful in the way information is disseminated. In the overall view, we are glad with all
what we were able to do and no life was lost in the process.
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Our Key highlights of 2020











Education : strategies on teaching during the pandemic without the use of modern technology
Carried out a project to provide safety to our community members through sensitization and
awareness campaigns on the fight against the covid-19 pandemic and the coronavirus
Our portable water supply on our Campus 1 and 2 helped us in the fight against the pandemic
Feeding the Children and how we coped during the pandemic
Building of the 3nd school building on our 2nd campus(Owens Family Campus)
Giving free school supplies to the children
Our Clinic played a huge role in information sharing and answering of questions on the pandemic
Through evangelism and church growth, many lives have turned to Christ and many abandoning their
witchcraft practices.
Lessons learnt
Conclusion

This is where the journey of Mission School of Hope began. We will always remember where we are
coming from, and appreciate where we are now and where the Lord is leading us to. God has been so
present each step along the way.
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Education
Strategies on teaching during the pandemic without the use of modern technology
The pandemic inspired creative teaching amongst our teachers at Mission school of Hope. In March 2020
when the Cameroon government announced an effective lockdown all schools, churches, businesses and
other areas where crowds could easily gather where closed. The governed introduced online education
for school but in a community like ours which is remote without electricity, televisions radios and very
few individual own phones. Teaching became very challenging and in order not to leave our children in
the dark, we had to strategize.
The children assembled for a one hour community class conducted
outdoors by teachers as schools remain shut due to the COVID-19
pandemic. They sit outside in the village square in their different
quarters to study numbers, spelling, and other subjects. In the open
space, they can easily be seated at a distance to adhere to COVID-19
social distancing protocols.
The classes held in open spaces during the months-long shutdown of
schools has inspired creative ways to teach children who cannot log on
to online classes because they do not have access to smartphones and
computers or follow classes on TVs in our community
The challenge however is huge in a district where they are over 100,000
school children. When we began teaching at the village squares, a few
teachers in other areas copied our example but we couldn’t reach out to all the school children in other
villages. Only about 30% of children were reached. All the children in our school were kin in participating.
Mr. Roger one of the parents said “ I was very worried that my daughter was going to lose focus and be
derailed since there was no school, my son was already going off hands but the open air classes at the
village square came as a timely solution to my concern and right now my children are very committed to
their studies and although I did not go to school, I make sure I remind them to do their homework and
remind them when it is time for classes.
7

It was not easy to get volunteers to conduct the classes in an area where even schools are short of
teachers due to low literacy levels and the remoteness /lack of basic social amenities. Most men occupy
themselves with hunting and farming or gathering o forests products.
Mr. Abena one of our teachers commented “The children are responding very well. When I give them
homework, I find that they have done it the next day and that really makes me very proud,” he said.
Young Amougu said when he grows up, “will love to buy a TV set, a smart phone and a generator for
electricity to help keep children updated in my quarter.”
When schools finally resumed in October 2020, our children where up to date with their lessons. We
applaud the effort of all our teachers who are so passionate about education and about children.
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BRINGING HOPE
TO
COMMUUNITIES
DURING THE
PANDEMIC

Sharing vital
information on
preventing the
pandemic

NO !!!
TO
CORONAVIRUS
AND COVID-19

TOGETHER LETS
STOP THE
PANDEMIC!!!
EACH ONE HAS A
ROLE TO PLAY
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The fight against the coronavirus and the covid-19 has required that we all collaborate with one another
to keep ourselves, our families and communities save.

Mission of Hope Response to Covid -19 Prevention & Awareness Campaign
Introduction
Our Nation Cameroon is going through one of its most challenging times in its history. The coronavirus
hit our nation at a time when we were already going through one of the most devastating crisis we have
ever experienced, namely the Anglophone crisis. The government and nongovernmental organizations
were still trying to manage the destructive effects of the crisis that had degenerated into a bitter armed
conflict when suddenly the nation was affected by the pandemic with the first cases confirmed on the 6th
of March 2020. The government declared an immediate lockdown in the month of March, closing all
schools, churches and places where crowds are always inevitable. Since then, the government and civil
society organizations have been working together to combat the spread of the disease as it had rapidly
penetrated our communities, making Cameroon the 4th country in Africa with regards to the prevalence
of the disease.
The Mission of Hope has been working relentlessly in their little way to fight the spread of the disease
since the first cases were detected and announced by the Ministry of Health. Since WHO declared the
coronavirus and the Covid-19 a pandemic, we have been working and learning. We have been learning
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and coming up with strategies on how to effectively reach out to the most vulnerable communities. The
total number of cases confirmed in Cameroon were 24,560, 441 deaths and 23,344 recovered cases. The
region with the highest cases is the center region, followed by the littoral region, then the west region
and the 4th region with high rates of prevalence of the virus is the East region where our mission is
situated.

Project Activities
1. Training of Volunteers

We organized a 2 days training of more than 32 volunteers of mostly school teachers, community leaders
and youth leaders. We were very impressed at the willingness of the volunteers to come out and be
trained when many of our community members were scared of all forms of gatherings. One of the
strategies we used for a greater impact of the project was to select volunteers from different villages in
our district, the volunteers were commissioned to raise other volunteers in their different villages and
educate them on the different ways to prevent the spread of the pandemic. Volunteers were also
encouraged to advocate on issues of gender equality and COVID-19, to counter fake news and dismantle
harmful gender stereotypes.
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On enquiries why they joined the Mission of Hope Volunteer team to prevent the spread of the
pandemic,
Mandla said “I have always wanted to do something positive for my community and to make myself useful
in preserving life and I believe this is my golden opportunity”
When asked about their greatest challenge,
Flora responded “The biggest challenge is the risk of exposure because I go directly to the community,”
she said. “We can’t tell if someone is asymptomatic.”
During the tea breaks and lunch breaks, the medical doctor and the social worker who facilitated the
training, encouraged the participants to interact with others and share their challenges and strengths of
their villages with regards to the pandemic. They all expressed the challenges of social distancing and a
lack of proper information with regards to the pandemic.
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2. The Use of Posters, banners and T. shirts in our sensitization campaign
We made it a priority to sensitize the communities on the importance of respecting the basic rules for
the prevention of the disease. We developed and printed out 1000 posters that were posted in key places
to sensitize the public on how to prevent the disease, the symptoms and what to do if they fell ill. We
also made stickers that were put on the buckets to serve at the hand washing stations.
T. shirts were also printed with messages prevention messages with regards to the pandemic. We
realized that as the volunteers walked along the roads, their T. shirts brought stares and many people
wanted to know more about the messages on their T. shirts. This gave the volunteers an opportunity to
sensitize the population.
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The volnteers were given posters to post in their diffferent villages and commnities

Olomo Brigitte was one of the volunteers,
She told us that when she received the
posters at the end of Day 1 of the training,
she went straight into her neighborhood,
Vatican II which is in Boumdel to post the
posters. In her feedback she said many
people drew closer to her to find out what
she was doing and why she was doing it.
Brigitte “it was to me a huge opportunity to
express what I had learnt during the
training. I explained step by step all the
photos of my poster and answered
questions that were asked. I instantly asked
for those who would like to join me in
posting the posters and to educate the
community members. I was overjoyed to
have 4 volunteers and they immediately
got busy sensitizing families from one
home to the other.
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“I am happy to be on the team of volnteers to help prevent the spread of the pandemic”

T. Shirts were bought and messgaes to sensitize the public on the prevention of the pandemic were
printed on them. The T. Shirts were distribted to volnteers and the facilitators.

Impact: We noticed that the posters and the T. Shirts helped
 To serve as a reminder to the public
 To educate those who did not have the right information
 It led people to ask questions that created awareness
 The posters were friendly as people were led from being scared to taking responsibility
 Even children knew that they had a responsibility to keep their parents and siblings safe
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 We were amazed when a child told us that if she was sick and had those symptoms, she will avoid
contact with others so they do not fall sick and she will tell her parents to go to the clinic or the
gendarmerie where they could help her to call 1510 which is the national emergency line for rapid
health intervention with regards to the pandemic.

3. Production and Distribution of Reusable face mask
2000 Face masks were made locally and distributed by our volunteers as majority of our community
members are unable to afford masks. They were educated on how to use and wash their masks. Also they
were told about the Don’ts about the masks such as






Don’t wear the mask under your chin with your nose and/or mouth exposed.
Don’t leave your nose and/or mouth uncovered.
Don’t remove the mask while around others in public.
Don’t share your mask with family members or friends.
Don’t wear mask when you are alone

We did not fail to mention to adults and children when the masks may be dangerous for them and to
caution teachers of children who should not wear masks for health reasons in such cases social distancing
is imperative.

Impact
We are grateful to God that none of our community members have been sick and many testified that
even the common influenza and cough has been on the decrease.
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4. Establishment of 15 Hand washing Stations in neighborhoods that could not afford a hand
washing station
Lack of hand washing with soap puts millions at increased risk to COVID-19 and other infectious diseases.
Although hand washing with soap is critical in the fight against infectious diseases, including COVID19, millions of people around the world have no ready access to a place to wash their hands, UNICEF said
ahead of Global Hand washing Day. “The pandemic has highlighted the critical role of hand hygiene in
disease prevention. It has also stressed a preexisting problem for many: Hand washing with soap remains
out of reach for millions of children where they are born, live and learn,” said Kelly Ann Naylor, UNICEF
Associate Director of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene. “It’s unacceptable that the most vulnerable
communities are unable to use the simplest of methods to protect themselves and their loved ones. We
must take immediate action to make hand washing with soap accessible to everyone, everywhere – now
and in the future.”
We are happy that through the support of partners we have been able to answer the call of UNICEF to
make hand washing stations with steady supply of water and soap available to serve more than 7000
persons. We intend to add more hand washing stations since sometimes people crowd the hand washing
stations in order to use soap.
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Our hand washing stations continue to serve thousands of people in different villages in our district
Impact:
The importance of hand washing and its impact on our health and wellbeing cannot be overemphasized.
There has been a general reduction of the spread of other diseases that occur as a result of lack of basic
hygiene and sanitation.

5. Purchase and distribution of 5 contactless thermometer or Thermo flash
Many schools and communities cannot
afford the equipment as required by the
ministry of basic and higher education
since it is quite expensive here. Mission
of Hope made this equipment available
for use in some schools and in strategic
areas of the community. School teachers
were overjoyed to have the instrument.
They use it in the morning before the
children enter their classes and children
with elevated body temperature are sent
home

for

further

diagnosis

and

treatment.

18

6. Food Relief During the Pandemic
The COVID-19 pandemic introduced unexpected stresses on food systems, creating many immediate
challenges. Our community members depend on the forest for food and they experienced high food
insecurity and hunger during the lock down period. Through the support of partners we were able to
reach out to 30 families with food relief. We distributed rice, palm oil and salt to poor and needy families.

Food relief was given to 30 desperate families, life is particularly difficult for our community members
especially when movement is restricted. Habitually they go out daily to look for what to eat each day. The
pandemic has brought untold hardship and many are struggling to feed themselves and their families.
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Impact of the Food Relief


It helped the needy to get access to food



It created hope for many, gave them assurance that they are loved and cared about



Helped families in staying at home and to go out only when they must



It created more awareness as families took the pandemic more seriously



It was a lifesaving assistance



It made clear and emphasized the fact that although the virus in a way has led to isolation of
individuals and families, nevertheless the fight against the coronavirus requires a collaboration,
we all have a role to play to stop the spread off the pandemic

The local Gendarmerie sent
a representative to come
and participate in the
training to help educate
other colleagues since they
deal directly with the
public. We were really
encouraged with the
seriousness that everyone
attached to the program.
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Other Highlights of the Project impact

Going back to school in the pandemic
When the government announced the back to school for October, there was a widespread panic as many
homes were scared of their children getting infected and contaminating their families as many school
lacked the basic facilities to prevent the spread of the disease. We realized that families will be totally
exposed to contamination if nothing was done to prevent the children from the disease. When parents
saw all the effort we made and the measures taken to keep the children and the community save from
the virus, they easily sent their children to school and the children are having a great time in school. We
continue to strictly follow all measures, taking nothing for granted.
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Classes are going on well and the children are fully aware that they have a role to play to prevent the
spread of the pandemic.
We gave one of the thermo flash or infrared thermometer to the government primary school Mbang
central

School teacher at Government
English Primary School Mbang
central, checking the temperature of
children as they come to school in the
morning.
We are grateful they have this tool
and are making good use of it.
Parents are becoming more and more
reassured that the schools are safe
for their children and consequently
for their families as they see the
effort the Mission of Hope is making
to prevent the spread of the
pandemic.
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The project helped in generating employment
Mama Collette Mbo, one of the local
tailors who produced the reusable
face masks, said the project helped
her to generate income and created
employment. She said during the
lockdown, she had to close her
tailoring shop and although she had
decided to work from home, she could
not find any client as sewing a new dress was the last thing on people’s minds. Many people around her
already owned more than one masks and business was at a dead point. When she heard Mission of Hope
was looking for a tailor to supply good reusable masks, she immediately applied and was taken. Mama
Collette said, “ I did not only make money from the production of the masks to feed and send my children
to school, it created employment as I had to hire the services of other tailors so we could go faster, I also
had to employ others to do the washing, ironing and packaging. It was really an answered prayer to all of
us”

Challenges faced under this project
The first major challenge we had was the very bad roads since it was during the rainy season. Our roads
were basically inaccessible and on Day 1 of the training workshop some volunteers arrived late. We
organized a catch up for them as the facilitators took extra time with them during the break periods.
Also some of the volunteers who were community leaders were illiterates, we are glad that the facilitation
team was ready for that and the risk of them not understanding was resolved. When Mr. Mandla was
asked if his not knowing how to read or write will pose a problem on his sensitization plan, his response
was what we will always remember, he said “I don’t need to know how to read or write to shout and alert
my neighbough that there is danger and neither do I need a certificate to join hands with others to stop
the spread of the pandemic but by simply observing the hygiene rules.”
The pandemic brought about hardship and scarcity of basic items in Cameroon, the elevated increase in
the prices of basic commodities was a great challenge to our budget
Another challenge we had were the washing points, the population depending on a single washing point
is much and this requires more hand washing stations. In addition, during the distribution of food, more
23

families came but we were careful to give the food to those who were most in need. We also encouraged
sharing, families with much food should endeavor to give some to those who are hungry.
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Our Portable Water in the 2 campuses serves as a Ray
of Hope in our community in the fight against the
Covid-19 Pandemic

Handwashing is key in the fight agaisnt the pandemic but how will they wash
their hands without water? Our water is a blessing to our community

Our PORTABLE WATER SUPPLY IS A RAY OF HOPE IN OUR COMMUNITY
DURING THE PANDEMIC SUPPLYING CLEAN DRINKING WATER AND WATER
FOR HANDWASHING STATIONS.THE WELL IS SERVING THOUSANDS OF OUR
COMMUNITY MEMBERS
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Our fresh and clean water supply remains a blessing to the community, the hand washing stations around
us are constantly supplied with water from Mission School of Hope Campus 1 and 2.

A Timely and lifesaving Gift for Such a Time as This.
When the Wells were built, no one had the
pandemic in mind. No one knew that God was
positioning the wells to save lives in such a time
as this! One of the cheapest, easiest, and most
important ways to prevent the spread of the coronavirus is frequent hand washing with soap and water.
But for many children and families, basic water and hygiene facilities remain out of reach. We often take
this precious resource for granted, but when natural disasters or pandemics strike, access to clean water
can be the difference between life and death. In the wake of the coronavirus outbreak, one important
piece of advice we were given to protect ourselves is to wash our hands multiple times a day with soap
and clean water. But, for people in communities like ours, clean water and soap is not always available.
UNICEF report says Forty per cent of the world’s population lacks access to soap and water at home,
while 900 million children lack soap and water at their school. The children in our community do not only
lack soap and water in their schools but lack soap and water even in their homes. Majority of them do
not even use soap to wash their clothes because they cannot afford it. The children in our school and
community have been extremely blessed by the presence of the water on our campus
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In the face of such a pandemic, poor people tend to get hit harder by the health and socio-economic
consequences of COVID-19. This crisis has clearly revealed the dire inequalities that result from chronic
underinvestment in a basic public health measure: water and sanitation services. For those with access
to safe water, sanitation and hygiene facilities, stay-at-home orders and physical distancing have been
disruptive but achievable. For those without these vital services, lockdown has been devastating. Our
community members need to go out daily to fetch water and look for what to eat. The impact of the
pandemic on our people have been severe as it has caused untold hardship and Food insecurity has
worsened.

Our Portable Water Helps Community Members Fight against the Spread of the Coronavirus and The
Covid-19 Bringing Hope To Many Families Who Do not Have Access To Clean Water
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The COVID-19 crisis has left many children hungry
Feeding the Children and how we coped during lockdown due to the pandemic

More than half of the world's population is
currently facing health crisis. The COVID-19
health pandemic is unprecedented in modern
times, with unemployment reaching its peak. As
a result, millions of businesses have had to shut
down either temporarily or permanently. With
COVID-19 and its economic fallout, now
spreading in the poorest regions of the world,
many more people will become poor and foodinsecure. Increased food insecurity may act as a
multiplier for the epidemic due to its negative
health effects and increased in national
starvation. The impacts of COVID-19 are
particularly strong for people in the lower tail of
the food insecurity distribution. In the current
context, the effects of food insecurity could be
made worse as a result of the general rise of food
stuff prices
Access to food is now more than ever an issue of
interest. Poor nutrition due to lack of food leads
to bodily weakness which in turn leads to
greater susceptibility to illness and death. The

pandemic caused a remarkable increase on food
prices and has had a devastating effect on the
health of poor households by making it more
difficult for them to afford basic food. Higher
food prices lead poor people to limit their food
consumption and adjust to an increasingly
unbalanced diet, which has a harmful effect on
health in the short-term (hunger) and long term
(food insecurity).
Meal times have always been the best part of the
day for the children in our school. During the
lockdown, it became very difficult to handle the
food aspect since as the cooks had to serve
different groups of children in turns at different
village squares. It turned out that we had many
more children to feed. We are happy schools
have resumed and we can now feed the children
in Mission of Hope in school.
Our cooks played a huge role in feeding the
children during the lockdown.
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When schools closed, many children thought
they won’t be getting their free lunches. During
the first 2 weeks period we took to adapt to what
the virus was all about and how to develop a
coping mechanism and a response to the
pandemic, the children had no food and the
Monday when they saw the cooks distributing
food on motor bikes to the village squares, their
joy was tangible.

Thank you so for bringing food to the children,
Mission of Hope is family indeed,” Mavem, a
mother of a 3rd grade girl, said to the cooks.
“Our cooks are here and we are going to have
lunch!” Exclaimed Falon, when the cooks arrived
their Square.

Building the 3rd school building on the Owens Family Campus
We have built 2 school buildings and our plan is to build the last school building next year to make 4
school buildings. Each school building has 2 classrooms, so the four buildings will have 8 classrooms

1st building has an office, a store and
kindergarten 1 and 2 classrooms
2nd building has 1st and 2nd grade
The 3rd building we started is to take 3rd and
4th grade

As afore mentioned, the pandemic affected
our plans and our programs. We had made
began the building when the government
announced the lockdown. Everything came
to a standstill during the lockdown and when
the lockdown was uplifted in the month of
October, we were already in the heart of the
rainy season where Mbang is almost
inaccessible due to the very bad roads.
We are in the dry season now and work has
resumed on the building. We have bought all
the building materials to complete the
building and do the finishing.
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Mission of Hope is working to ensure that children in our community receive good quality education, and
learn the skills they will need to thrive in future. We are breaking down the barriers to education by
helping poor and vulnerable Baka children access early childhood and primary school services. Our work
is leading the way in improving literacy and numeracy skills, helping teachers to teach and children to
learn. Through our work, we have given basic education to thousands of children over the years and some
of them have graduated from the universities.
The teachers were extremely surprised by the visit of Estelle a second year student at the university of
Douala. She was excited to tell everyone
“This is my school I came from Mission school of Hope”
Many could not recognize her but some of the old teachers made her out and it was like receiving a trophy.
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For the past many years we have been
supplying school needs to the children
through the support of our partners to
facilitate teaching and learning. Although
some parents are still to value the
importance of education, we are glad many
of them are showing more interest in the
education of their children. At the end of the
lockdown, the parents of the children in our
campus 1 organized and cut the grass that
was overgrown in the school compound, keeping the place neat and clean before schools resumed. This
act sent messages of great collaboration with parents and this is one great achievement.

We believe education is the route out of poverty for many children. It gives them a chance to gain the
knowledge and skills needed to improve their lives. But millions of desperate children never see the inside
of a classroom. For many families the long-term benefits of sending their children to school are
outweighed by the immediate need to send them to work or keep them at home to help with chores.
Children miss out on school because their families need them to earn a living. But by sacrificing their
education, they become trapped in a cycle of poverty.
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Our Clinic played a huge role in information sharing and answering of questions on the pandemic

Girl receiving treatment for malaria
Among their many responsibilities, our clinic
staff had the responsibility to inform the
community on what is happening globally; the
pandemic and what it was all about. The
seriousness that came with a national lockdown
brought so much fear in many of our community
members and some decided to go back and live
in the forests.
Dr. Nkar and his team including the management
of Mission of Hope had an uphill task in
explaining what the coronavirus was all about.
Dr. Nkar mentioned that from the very
beginning, the covid-19 pandemic has been a
perplexing and challenging medical mystery,
presenting far more questions than answers.
Even for those who have followed this public
health crisis from its earliest days, little
information or understanding of the disease was
available.

“We didn’t know the basics about the virus, such
as how aggressive, virulent, or contagious the
virus was and this can be very disturbing for
health professionals who like to be well informed
so as to give appropriate response to questions.”
In spite of the challenges and risks involved in
serving the community during the pandemic, we
are so thankful to God that no single member of
our community has tested positive despite the
fact that our region has been rated 4th in the
prevalence of the pandemic in Cameroon.

Scabies and intestinal worms are very common

4

Taking the gospel to the people

Pastor Francois distributing the reusable facemasks to homes, praying and sharing the gospel
The fear that fell on our community members as the lockdown was announced was deadly. We realized
that if nothing was done, many will die of fright and not even from the virus. Pastor Francois and his team
moved to the streets announcing the gospel of salvation to folks as they watched them from their homes.
Many hearts turned to God as faith in God’s word increased.
A pandemic of this magnitude is an opportunity to ask ourselves: What is the true function of community?
Does a community function to meet together, or does it function to serve one another, to put one another
first? If a community is based solely on seeing one another weekly, that’s more of a meet-up group than
a community. The lockdown was an opportunity, and an invitation, for growth into a more dynamic, loving
group of people who share one another’s burdens spiritually, financially and emotionally, who are willing
to disrupt their own routines and
make sacrifices to prioritize the
health of someone else, and who
will fight for one another in both
the short and long term. When we
shift into this perspective of
community, not only are we
mutually nourished by both giving
and receiving support, but the tight
grip on routine begins to loosen in
favor of sacrifice for one another.
2

Sadness and Joy mixed together
The Neil and Bette West

In 2020 we lost 2 of our partners, Neil and Bette West, although we
are sad because of their absence, we celebrate the life they lived,
dedicating their decades of experience and their all in serving the
Lord. We will always cherish the role they played in our lives and
community. They were really wonderful and their impact will last a
life time.
They were renowned for their tenacious love for God and service in
demonstration of the gospel of the love of Jesus Christ. Although we
are sad they have left us, we nevertheless rejoice because we know
they are where they have always wanted to be; with the Lord
eternally. We will always remember them for who they were and for
all they did.
We organized a memorial in our community in their honor, although
they had never visited Cameroon, the impact they made in many
lives will last a life time. They fought the good fight of faith and
finished the race, serving the Lord till the very end. True soldiers of
the cross!
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Lessons learnt
We will remember the year 2020 for the rest of our lives. We learned a lot as individuals and as an
organization
The way that our team has gelled and worked together in the face of this crisis has been quite eye-opening
and incredibly satisfying – I’m quite proud of us all. Even though we don’t get together as often as before,
I feel a tremendous sense of team solidarity.
When challenges hit, that is the real measure of the people around you, we saw people we did not expect
to come up and volunteer in the campaign on awareness and prevention of the covid-19 pandemic. A
Crisis Doesn’t Change People; It Amplifies Who They Already Are
2020 was a year of listening, self-awareness and intuition. We learnt to listen more and more, we were
moved to internationalize our roles in keeping our family and community safe. We learned in a new way
the value of sharing. Sharing clothes, food, and amenities with others gives an immeasurable pleasure. It
reminded us on how little things really count, like washing of hands all the time.
We learned how small the world has become although still so vast. It emphasized the fact that humans
are humans no matter the race, color and ethnicity, what affects a Chinese can affect an American.
European and an African. We are one, there is really no need to be biased and segregate.
2020, enabled us to value some of the benefits of modern technology. Although in lockdown some of us
could still chat with friends and relatives, hold meetings and lot more.
It is okay to slow down. Just because you are busy, does not mean you are productive. The pandemic
taught me that. To be productive and creative, you must take care of yourself. This year taught me that
and allowed me to take care of myself and be the best version of myself.
The supremacy of God, he has the final say in every matter and in every life. He is more than able to care
for us.
Finally 2020 was a year of reading, and questioning and reading and praying
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Challenges

Sometimes trucks like this can block the road for days

The first major challenge we had was the very bad roads- When the lockdown was uplifted in the month
of October, we were already in the heart of the rainy season and Mbang was practically inaccessible. This
brought a lot of delay to our work and offset our plans seriously.
Our plans were greatly affected by the pandemic and we could not meet up with certain time frames we
had set for our activities.
The pandemic brought about hardship and scarcity of basic items in Cameroon, the elevated increase in
prices of basic commodities was a great challenge to our budget.
Another challenge we had were the washing points, the population depending on a single washing point
is much and this requires more hand washing stations.
Lastly, soap to wash hands is really critical as hundreds of people depend on a single washing point. The
soap gets finished easily. One of the options we are considering is to supply more soap while we train the
community members on how to make soap locally. Washing of hands is almost useless if is done without
soap.
The difficulty and risk involved in working during the pandemic is very challenging, sometimes there seem
to be this silent fear of “what if…” in the minds of the volunteers we are working with.
The lack modern technology like internet, TV, smart phones put weighed on our team as they had to so
much in sensitizing , teaching and answering the questions of the folks.
Building the culture of hygiene and sanitation in the lives of our community members is very slow
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Conclusion

Thank you for your love and support in keeping us in school and save from the pandemic
Although 2020 was a year like no other with peculiar and life threatening challenges, our hearts are filled
with profound appreciation and gratitude to God for His protection,, faithfulness and his mercies that are
new every morning. By His grace, we were able to go through the rough roads and the storm of 2020.
Responding to COVID-19 requires a high level of personal responsibility and community cooperation.
Given the nature of this virus and the possibility that up to 10 million people in Africa could be infected,
community intervention and collaboration is an urgent priority. We deeply appreciate the local
government representatives and the chiefs for their assistance in providing the facilitators, for convincing
and encouraging the volunteers to participate in the training and to carry the awareness and prevention
campaign of the pandemic back to their different villages.
Our deep gratitude goes to our partners for their relentless efforts and impeccable support in ensuring
the wellbeing of our Baka community. We are happy to say that following the government prevention
plan for the pandemic, free testing/screening campaign for the coronavirus and the covid-19 is organized
all over the national territory and the most recent testing campaign in our community was organized on
October 16; we are happy to say that no positive case was discovered. Finally all thanks goes to God
Almighty for keeping us and our community save and for His constant protection over our lives.
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We will conclude by giving a THUMBS UP and appreciation to the very dynamic Mission of Hope team for
working tirelessly on bad roads, bad weather and sometimes very unfavorable conditions. The local
authorities in Mbang encouraged other faith based organizations and civil society organizations to
emulate the example of Mission of Hope.
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